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This  years  Annual  Town  Report  is  dedicated  to  LeRoy  Spinney. 

Roy  has  resided  in  Oakham  over  fifty  years  and  during  this  time  has  donated  a 
considerable  amount  of  his  time  in  service  to  his  community. 

Roy  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  Finance  Committee, 
Board  of  Registrars,  Fire  Department,  Town  Moderator,  Board  of  Public  Welfare, 
Charter  member  of  the  Planning  Board,  and  served  as  Chairman  of  the  towns 
Bicentennial  Committee.  He  also  served  for  several  years  as  the  towns  wiring 
inspector. 

In  late  1959  /  early  1960  the  towns  fire  truck  was  taken  out  of  service  due  to  an 
accident  leaving  the  town  without  a  vehicle  to  carry  equipment.  Roy  took  the 
tools  out  of  his  own  truck  and  loaned  it  to  the  department  for  six  to  eight  weeks 
until  a  replacement  vehicle  arrived. 

We  wish  to  take  this  time  to  dedicate  the  Annual  Town  Reports  to  Roy  and  thank 
him  for  his  generosity  and  the  community  support  that  he  has  given  to  the  Town 
of  Oakham  for  many  years. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN 


Fiscal  year  1997,  July  1 ,  1996  through  June  30,  1997,  was  an  active  year  for  the  town,  numerous 
projects  were  completed  in  addition  to  the  on  going  operation  of  the  town  and  town  provided 
services.  We  thank  all  individuals,  boards  and  committees,  elected,  appointed  and  volunteer  for 
their  contributions  for  the  greater  good.  Without  their  cooperation  none  of  the  following  would 
have  been  possible. 

The  Landfill  Capping  was  completed  under  budget.  Although  some  funds  were  held  for  on  going 
testing,  the  total  cost  is  expected  to  be  $345,000  or  $30,000  less  than  anticipated. 

In  addition  to  various  minor  repairs  and  improvements  the  Town  Hall  roof  was  repla'sed. 

The  Ambulance  Replacement  Study  Committee  was  appointed,  met  to  conduct  business  and 
made  a  recommendation  which  was  acted  on  by  the  Town  and  a  contract  was  awarded. 

The  water  line  from  the  school  to  supply  the  Fire  and  Highway  Departments  was  completed. 

An  agreement  with  the  Oakham  Congregational  Church  governing  water  and  septic  system  use 
was  executed. 

New  fuel  tanks  were  installed  above  ground  and  the  old  underground  tanks  were  removed. 

Enhanced  E91 1  was  installed  at  the  Rutland  Dispatch  center  to  serve  Oakham.  This  system 
provides  caller  Identification  to  dispatch. 

Parking  off  Ware  Corner  Road  at  Wright  Field  was  developed  for  about  ten  vehicles  by  the 
Highway  Department. 

Oakview  Lane  was  again  accepted  as  a  Town  Road,  apparently  in  good  form  this  time. 

A  Zoning  By-Law  change  advanced  by  Garret  Donlin  was  defeated. 

The  Town  withdrew  from  the  all  but  non-existent  Worcester  County  Dog  Fund. 

The  State  Grant  funded  Septic  System  Repair  Program  was  implemented  and  used  by  several 
landowners. 

The  Mary  Lincoln  Alden  Fund  was  used  to  provide  Food  Gift  Certificates  to  worthy  residents  in 
the  Holiday  Season,  and  additionally  to  assist  others  through  the  year. 

We  secured  an  exemption  from  exclusion  of  State  Lottery  payments  resulting  from  the  growth 
attributed  to  Keno.  This  means  we  get  a  share  even  though  we  have  no  Keno  outlets. 

As  required  by  State  Law,  we  adopted  a  Sexual  Harassment  Prohibition  and  Policy  for  reporting 
and  acting  on  any  such  complaints. 

The  warrant  for  payments  schedule  was  changed  to  be  every  other  week  instead  of  weekly.  This 
was  requested  by  the  Treasurer  and  Town  Accountant,  and  has  proved  to  be  labor  saving  for  all 
departments. 
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The  Board  regretfully  accepted  the  resignation  of  Lucy  Tessnau  as  Secretary  to  the  board. 

Finally,  Leo  McCaffery  succeeded  Michael  Brunelle  in  the  Annual  Election  in  May.  We  thank 
Michael  for  his  dedicated  service  to  the  Town. 

Respectfully  Submitted, 

Chari  Van  Schoick,  Chairman; 

Robert  Leary,  Vice  Chairman; 

Leo  McCaffery,  Clerk/Member 


Various  Appointments  --  Fiscal1997 


TERM 


POSITION 

APPOINTEE 

EXPIRATION 

Ambulance  Replacement 

Chari  Van  Schoick 

1997 

Study  Committee 

Michael  Macuga 

1997 

Paul  Rochette 

1997 

Randall  Packard 

1997 

Joseph  Stenger 

1997 

Arts  Council 

Dena  Hengst 

1998 

Judy  Menard 

1998 

Rosemary  Cameron 

1998 

Ted  Brown 

1998 

Building  Inspector/Zoning 

Ralph  Dwelly 

1997 

Enforcement  Officer 

Donald  Cournoyer,  (assistant) 

1997 

Conservation  Commission 

Mark  Stellato 

2001 

Council  on  Aging 

Lucy  Tessnau 

2001 

Vic  Smichinski 

2001 

Dog  Officer 

Nancy  Dahn 

1997 

Dog  Officer,  Assistant 

Pat  Foley 

1997 

Fire  Chief 

Richard  Howe 

1997 

Highway  Superintendent 

C.  Kevin  Currier 

1997 

Historical  Commission 

Jeff  Young 

1997 

Mark  Mirabella 

1997 

Maude  Stone 

1997 

Tina  Mirabella 

1997 

Library  Study  Committee 

Michael  Brunelle 

1997 

Ralph  Dwelly 

1997 

Lois  Linehan 

1997 

Municipal  Building  Committee 

Denis  Dillon 

1997 

Ellenor  Downer 

1997 

Lionel  Lajoie,  Jr. 

1997 

Michael  Russ 

1997 

Plumbing  &  Gas  Inspector 

Byron  Carpenter 

1997 

Selectmen’s  Secretary 

Lucy  Tessnau,  (resigned) 

1997 

Kathleen  Silva,  (resigned) 

1997 

Street  Light  Study  Committee 

David  Galena 

1997 

Wesley  Dewlly 

1997 

Michael  Brunelle 

1997 

Roy  Spinney 

1997 

Leo  McCaffrey 

1997 
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Town  Counsel 

Robert  D.  Cox 

1997 

Wire  Inspector 

Denis  delaGorgindere 

1997 

Wire  Inspector,  Assistant 

L.  Thomas  McCaffrey,  Jr. 

1997 

Veteran’s  Agent 

Leonard  Hardy 

1997 

Zoning  Appeals  Board 

Leroy  Spinney 

1999 

Zoning  Appeals  Board,  alternate 

Carol  Spinney 

1997 

Public  Safety  Appointments 
Term  Ending  June  30,  1997 


Regular  Police  Officer: 

David  Halsdorff,  Sgt 
Michael  Stoddard 
Nancy  Stoddard 
Danielle  Johnson,  (resigned) 

Mark  McEachem 
Stephen  Lange 

Special  Police  Officers: 

James  Thompson,  Barre  Chief 

Peter  Caine,  Barre  PD 

Richard  Sails,  Sgt.  Rutland  PD 

Glenn  Ludden,  Rutland  PD 

Mick  Renshaw,  Rutland  PD 

W.  Kevin  White,  Rutland  PD 

Patricia  Babin,  Shrewsbury  PD 

Jay  Dugan,  Det.,  WBPD  Drug  Task  Force 

Fire  Department  Officers: 

Gary  LeBlanc,  Assistant  Chief 
Tom  Snay,  Deputy  Chief 
Rick  Davis,  Captain 

Fire  Department  Firefighters: 

Bill  Aldridge 
Dennis  Casault 
Carmen  Martone 
Paul  McKenzie 
Randy  Packard 
Mike  Usher 

Ambulance  Officers: 

Mike  Macuga,  Director 

Ambulance  Personnel: 

Karen  Cappe 
Chris  Drolet 
Leif  Henderickson 
Shelly  Lam 
Donna  Jean  Petrone 
Diane  Remillard 


Frederick  Gehring 
James  Albano,  III 
Ronald  Friberg 
Tom  Lee 
Arthur  Zorge 


Richard  Brackes  Sgt.,  Barre 
Ralph  Anderson,  Rutland  Chief 
Philip  Martin,  Rutland  PD 
Wayne  Walker,  Rutland  PD 
Claude  Brunelle,  Rutland  PD 
Kevin  Drolet,  Rutland  PD 
Ronald  Cloutier,  Paxton  (firearms) 
Russell  Jones,  Mass.  Dept.  Corrections 


George  Smichinski,  Deputy  Chief 
Tom  McCaffrey,  Captain 
Tim  Toomey,  Lieutenant 


Donald  Apholt 
Mike  Macuga 
Bill  McCaffrey 
Jeff  Nahkala 
George  Smichinski,  Jr. 


Jim  Rollins,  Assistant  Director 


Prudence  Drolet 
Ann  Friberg 
Conrad  Johnson 
Diane  Petrone 
Tom  Petrone 
Dave  Truedson 
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REPORT  Of  THE  TOWN  CLERK 


The  Town  Clerk’s  office  is  open  on  Monday  evenings  form  7:00-9:00  p.m.  and  Saturday  from 
10:00  a.m.  -  2:00  p.m.  I  am  available  to  help  with  dog,  hunting,  and  fishing  licenses,  registering 
to  vote  and  provide  copies  of  birth,  marriage  or  death  certificates  and  applications  for  business 
certificates  are  filed  in  the  Town  Clerk’s  office. 


You  May  register  to  vote  in  the  Town  Clerk’s  office,  or  by  mail.  Special  forms  are  located  at  the 
Post  Office,  Town  Hall  and  Library.  Before  any  federal,  state  or  local  election  there  are  special 
voter  registration  sessions  that  will  be  posted 


As  of  January  1. 1997.  Oakham’s  Population  was  1744 

Vital  Statistics  Totals,  July  1,  1996  through  June  30,  1997. 
Births  14  Marriages  1  Death  13 

TOWN  OFFICERS  FOR  1997 


Three  Year  Terms: 

Selectmen: 

Chari  Van  Schoick 
Robert  Leary 

Leo  McCaffrey 

1998 

1999 

2000 

Town  Clerk 

Elizabeth  1.  Neyion 

2000 

Treasurer 

Edna  Holloway 

1998 

Tax  Collector 

Susan  J.  Carpenter 

1999 

Moderator 

Jeffrey  A.  Young 

1998 

Tree  Warden 

Wesley  Dwelly 

1999 

Assessors: 

Tabitha  J.  Tashjian  2000 

Herman  A.  Spinney,  Jr.  1998 
Kathleen  S.  Usher  1999 

Board  of  Health 

William  R.  Payne  2000 

Linda  J.  Mueller  1999 

School  Committee 
Thomas  A.  Tashjian  1998 

Library  Trustees 
Lois  B.  Linehan  2000 

Dawn  R.  Thistle  1998 

Susan  Turnball  1999 


Constable 

Russell  Jones  1998 

Marcia  C.  CasauH  1998 

Laurie  F.  Rosenkianz  1998 

Tabitha  J.  Tashjian  1998 

Lucy  I.  Tessnau  1998 

Kathleen  Usher  1998 

Cemetery  Committee 
Maude  M.  Stone  2000 

Wesley  Dwelly  1999 


Five  Year  Terms: 

Planning  Board 
Peter  Clifford  2001 

Mark  Turnball  2002 

Denis  delaGorgerdiere  1998 
Phillip  B.  Warbasse  2000 

Thomas  P.  Hughes  1999 


Special  Town  Meeting,  October  7.  1996 

A  quorum  being  present,  the  meeting  was  opened  at  7:30  PM  by  Moderator  Jeffrey  Young. 


Article  1 : 
Article  2: 
Article  3: 
Article  4: 
Article  5: 


It  was  voted  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate  from  unapproprialed  available 
funds  the  sum  of  $32,000.00  for  the  purchase  of  a  one  ton  dump  truck. 

It  was  voted  that  the  Town  transfer  one  F250  highway  truck  from  the  highway 
department  to  the  fire  department  after  delivery  of  the  new  truck. 

It  was  voted  that  the  Town  appropriate  from  free  cash  the  sum  of  $500.00  for 
blanket  insurance. 

It  was  voted  that  the  Town  appropriate  from  free  cash  the  sum  of  $1 ,000.00  for 
the  police  department  expense  account. 

It  was  voted  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $1 ,90C.00  for  the 
Police  Department  Suburban  Maintenance  Account 
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Article  6:  It  was  voted  that  the  Town  appropriate  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of  $500.00  for 

the  Planning  Board  Expense  Account. 

Article  7  It  was  voted  that  the  Town  authorize  the  Selectmen  to  enter  into  an 

intermunicipal  agreement  for  the  provision  of  consulting  and  support  services  for 
the  Town’s  computerized  assessment  system.  The  annual  obligation  of  the 
Town  under  this  agreement  shall  be  paid  from  the  Assessor’s  Exp>ense 
Appropriation. 

Article  8:  It  was  voted  that  the  Town  appropriate  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of  $7,500.00  for 

the  Reserve  Fund. 

Article  9:  It  was  voted  that  the  Town  accept  a  generator  from  the  Quabbin  F^egional 

School  District. 

Article  1 0  It  was  voted  to  pass  over  this  article. 

Article  IT.  It  was  voted  that  the  Town  give  permission  to  the  Selectmen  to  sell,  auction,  or 

dispose  of  one  Highway  Department  dump  body 

All  votes  were  oral  and  unanimous. 

The  meeting  adjourned  at  7.45 


Respectfully  submitted, 
Leslie  A.  Scott,  Town  Clerk 


STATE  PRIMARY  SEPTEMBER  17.  1997 

The  Polls  were  opened  at  7;00  a  m.  by  Constable  Laurie  Rosenkranz,  and  closed  at  8.00  p.m.  by 
Constable  Laurie  Rosenkranz. 


On  Duty  were: 

7:00  a.m.  to  9:00  a  m. 

Tabitha  Tashjian 
Laurie  Rosenkranz 
Leslie  Scott 
Susan  Carpenter 


3:00  p.m.  to  Close 

Nancy  Apholt 
Barbara  Zalneraitis 
Ellenor  Downer 
Laurie  Rosenkranz 
Tabitha  Tashjian 


9:00  a.m  to  3:00  p.m 

Laurie  Rosenkranz 
Tabitha  Tashjian 
Edna  Ho  loway 
Dena  Hengst 
Russell  Jones 
Nancy  Apholt 


Number  of  Democratic  Ballots  delivered  to  polls  700 

Number  of  Republican  Ballots  delivered  to  polls  500 

Number  of  Libertarian  Ballots  delivered  to  polls  25 

Number  of  Absentee  Democratic  Ballots  delivered  to  polls  50 

Number  of  Absentee  Republican  Ballots  delivered  to  polls  50 

Number  of  Absentee  Libertarian  Ballots  delivered  to  polls  10 

Number  of  Spoiled  Democratic  Ballots  1 

Number  of  Spoiled  Republican  Ballots  0 

Number  of  Spoiled  Libertarian  Ballots  0 

Number  of  Spoiled  Absentee  Democratic  Ballots  0 

Number  of  Spoiled  Absentee  Republican  Ballots  0 

Number  of  Spoiled  Absentee  Libertarian  Ballots  0 

Number  of  unused  Democratic  Ballots  602 

Number  of  unused  Republican  Ballots  473 

Number  of  unused  Libertarian  Ballots  21 

Number  of  unused  Absentee  Democratic  Ballots  50 

Number  of  unused  Absentee  Republican  Ballots  50 

Number  of  unused  Absentee  Libertarian  Ballots  10 

Total  number  of  Democratic  voters  checked  in  on  voting  list  98 

Total  number  of  Republican  voters  checked  in  on  voting  list  27 
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Total  number  of  Libertarian  voters  checked  in  on  voting  list  4 

Total  number  of  names  checked  on  voting  list  129 

Total  number  of  Ballots  cast-number  on  ballot  box  129 

Total  number  of  Registered  Voters  951 

Percentage  of  eligible  voters  voting  1 4% 


DEMOCRATIC  BALLOT  RESULTS 


Senator  in  Congress 

Representative  in  Congress 

John  Oliver 

68 

John  F.  Kerry 

70 

Blank 

30 

Blank 

28 

98 

98 

Councilor 

Senator  in  General  Court 

Jordan  Levy 

77 

Joanne  Alinovi 

6 

Blank 

21 

Stephen  Brewer 

92 

98 

98 

Representative  in  General  Court 

Register  of  Probate 

William  R.  Shemeth  III 

58 

Leonard  Flynn 

66 

Blank 

40 

Blank 

32 

98 

98 

Countv  Treasurer 

Michael  Donoghue 

65 

Countv  Commissioner 

Blank 

33 

Daniel  Bouchard 

34 

98 

Michael  Ferguson 

39 

John  Finnegan 

50 

123 

STATE  PRIMARY  ELECTION  SEPTEMBER  17.  1997 

REPUBLICAN  BALLOT  RESULTS 


Senator  in  Congress 


William  F.  Weld 

26 

Representative  in  Congress 

Susan  C.  Gallagher_ 

1 

Jane-Marie  Swift 

19 

- 

27 

Stephen  Brewer 

1 

Councilor 

Blank 

7 

Blank 

27 

27 

Senator  in  General  Court 

Representative  in  General  Court 

Blank 

27 

David  H.  Tuttle 

20 

Blank 

7 

Register  of  Probate 

Marguerite  J.  Clifford 

19 

Countv  Treasurer 

27 

27 

Blank 

8 

Blank 

27 

Countv  Commissioner 

Blank 

27 

Leslie  A.  Scott,  Town  Clerk 

Respectfully  submitted  by, 
Elizabeth  I.  Neylon 
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FEDERAL  ELECTION  NOVEMBER  5.  1996 


The  polls  were  opened  at  7:00  a.m.  by  constable  Laurie  Rosenkranz  and  closed  at  8:00  p.m.  by 
Constable  Laurie  Rosenkranz  on  duty  were. 


7:00  a.m.  to  3:00  p.  m. 

Susan  Carpenter 
Laurie  Rosenkranz 
Tabitha  Tashjian 
Hazel  Young 
Edna  Holloway 

Counters 
Phil  Warbasse 
Kathleen  Usher 
Susan  Carpenter 
Laurie  Rosenkranz 


6:00  p.m.  to  Close 

Phil  Warbasse 
Nancy  Dahn 
Russell  Jones 
Marcia  Casault 
Martha  Williams 


Barbara  Zalneraitis 
Ellenor  Downer 
Nancy  Dahn 
Martha  Williams 


Number  of  Ballots  delivered  to  Polls 
Number  of  Ballots  Spoiled 
Number  of  Ballots  Cast 
Number  of  Ballots  Not  Cast 
Number  of  Absentee  Ballots  delivered  to  polls 
Number  of  Absentee  Ballots  spoiled 
Number  of  Absentee  Ballots  Cast 
Number  of  Absentee  Ballots  Not  Cast 
Total  number  of  Ballots  Cast  on  ballot  box 
Total  number  of  names  checked  on  Voting  List 
Total  number  of  Voters  eligible  to  vote 
Total  percentage  of  those  eligible  who  voted 


3:00  p.m.  to  8:00  p.m. 

Nancy  Apholt 
Laurie  Rosenkranz 
Tabitha  Tashjian 
Barbara  Zalneraitis 
Ellenor  Downer 


Tabitha  Tashjian 
Marcia  Cas  jalt 


1248 

0 

806 

442 

100 

1 

27 

72 

833 

833 

998 

83% 


President  and  Vice  President 


Browne  &  Jorgensen  5 

Clinton  &  Gore  409 

Dole  &  Kemp  31 1 

Hagelin  &  Thompkins  0 

Moorehead  &  LaRiva  0 

Perot  &  Choate  101 

Nader  2 

Blank  5 

833 

Councilor 

Jordan  Levy  573 

Blank  260 

833 

Representative  in  General  Court 

Kevin  M.  Hayes  60 

William  R.  Shemeth,  III  193 

David  H.  Tuttle  409 

Michael  J.  Reidy  107 

Blank  64 

833 


Senator  in  Congress 
John  F.  Kerry  334 

William  F.  Weld  469 

Susan  C.  Gallagher  22 

Robert  C.  Stowe  2 

Blank  6 

833 

Representative  in  Congress 
John  W.  Olver  388 

Jane  Marie  Swift  404 

Blank  41 

833 

Senator  in  General  Court 

Stephen  M.  Brewer  722 

Blank  111 

833 

Register  of  Probate 

Leonard  P.  Flynn  421 

Marguerite  J.  Clifford  306 

Blank 

833 
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County  Commissioner 

Countv  Treasurer 

Peter  Amorello 

210 

Michael  J.  Donoghue 

372 

Daniel  R.  Bouchard 

151 

Arthur  E.  Chase 

373 

John  F.  Finnegan 

222 

Blank 

83 

James  Leger 

376 

833 

Richard  R.  Reynolds 

151 

1110 

Summary 

This  proposed  law  would  prohibit  the  use  of  certain  traps  for  fur-bearing  mammals,  prohibit 
certain  methods  of  hunting  bear  or  bobcat,  and  eliminates  some  restrictions  on  who  may  serve 
on  the  state  Fisheries  and  Wildlife  Board. 

The  proposed  law  would  prohibit  the  use,  setting,  manufacture,  or  possession  of  any  trap  to 
capture  fur-bearing  mammals,  except  common  mouse  and  rat  traps,  nets,  and  box  or  cage  traps 
that  confine  a  whole  animal  without  grasping  any  part  of  it.  Traps  designed  to  group  an  animal’s 
body  or  body  part,  such  as  steel  jaw  leghold  traps,  padded  leghold  traps,  and  snares,  would  be 
prohibited.  Federal  and  state  health  officials  could  use  such  traps  in  case  of  a  threat  to  human 
health  or  safety.  Where  a  property  owner  had  reasonably  tried  but  failed  to  correct  an  animal 
problem  on  the  property  using  a  legal  trap,  the  owner  could  apply  for  and  the  state  Director  of 
Fisheries  and  Wildlife  could  issue  a  permit  to  use  a  prohibited  type  of  trap,  except  a  leghold  trap, 
for  up  to  30  days  to  correct  the  problem. 

A  person  violating  any  of  these  requirements  could  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  between  $300 
and  $1000,  or  Imprisonment  for  up  to  6  months,  or  both,  for  each  prohibited  trap  and  each  day  of 
violation.  A  person  convicted  for  a  second  violation  would  be  required  to  surrender,  and  could 
never  again  obtain,  any  trapping  license  or  problem  animal  control  permit. 

The  Proposed  law  would  also  prohibit  the  pursuit  or  hunting  of  bear  or  bobcat  with  the  aid  of 
a  dog  or  dogs.  Hunting  bear  using  any  type  of  bait,  lure  or  attraction,  knowingly  hunting  bear  in 
a  baited  area,  would  also  be  prohibited.  The  Director  could  allow  the  use  of  dogs  or  bait  in 
legitimate  scientific  research  projects  and  in  order  to  control  particular  animals  that  posed  a 
threat  to  human  safety  or  that  destroyed  livestock,  property  or  crops. 

Violators  could  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  between  $300  and  $1000,  or  imprisonment  for  up  to 
6  months,  or  both,  for  each  violation.  A  person  convicted  for  a  second  violation  would  be 
required  to  surrender,  and  could  never  again  obtain,  any  hunting  and  dog  training  licenses  and 
permits. 

The  proposed  law  would  eliminate  the  requirement  that  five  members  of  the  state  Fisheries 
and  Wildlife  Board  have  held  sporting  licenses  in  the  state  for  five  consecutive  years  and  that 
four  members  represent  fishing,  hunting,  and  trapping  interests. 

The  proposed  law  states  that  if  any  of  its  provisions  were  declared  invalid  the  other 
provisions  would  remain  in  effect. 

A  YES  VOTE  would  prohibit  the  use  of  certain  traps  for  fur-bearing  mammals,  prohibit 
certain  methods  of  hunting  bear  or  bobcat  and  eliminate  some  restrictions  on  who  may  serve  on 
the  Fisheries  and  Wildlife  Board. 

A  NO  VOTE  would  make  no  change  in  the  trapping  or  hunting  laws,  and  would  retain 
restrictions  on  who  may  serve  on  the  Fisheries  and  Wildlife  Board. 


Question  1 


Yes 

310 

No 

497 

Blank 

26 

Leslie  A  Scott,  Town  Clerk 

Respectfully  submitted  by, 
Elizabeth  I.  Neylon 
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SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING  MARCH  10.  1997 


The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  7:30  p.m.  by  Jeffrey  Young  ,  Town  Moderator  with  a  quorum 
being  present. 

Article  1 :  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  Section  3.3  of  the  Town  Zoning  By-Laws 

as  proposed  by  Garrett  Donlin,  to  include  High  Density  Retirement  Village. 

All  were  opposed,  Motion  failed. 

Leslie  A.  Scott,  Town  Clerk 

Respectfully  submitted  by, 

Elizabeth  I.  Neylon 


ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING  MAY  12.  1997 


The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Moderator  Jeffrey  Young  at  7:30  p.m.. 

Article  1 :  It  was  voted  that  the  town  postpone  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  until  June  23,1997 

The  article  was  passed  unanimously  on  a  voice  vote,  and  the  meeting  adjourned  at  7:32  p.m. 

Leslie  A.  Scott,  Town  Clerk 

Respectfully  submitted  by, 

Elizabeth  I.  Neylon 

ANNUAL  TOWN  ELECTION  MAY  19.  1997 


The  polls  were  opened  at  10:00  am  by  Constable  Laurie  Rosenkranz,  and  closed  by  Constable 
Laurie  Rosenkranz.  On  duty  were; 


10:00  am  to  2:00  p.m. 

Russell  Jones 
Hazel  Young 
Susan  Carpenter 
Tabitha  Tashjian 
Laurie  Rosenkranz 


2:00  p.m.  to  8:00  p.m. 

Nancy  Apholt 
Len  Hardy 
Susan  Carpenter 
Tabitha  Tashjian 
Laurie  Rosenkranz 


Counters 
Nancy  Apholt 
Nancy  Dahn 
Susan  Carpenter 
Russell  Jones 
Laurie  Rosenkranz 
Gail  Graham 
Leslie  Scott 


Selectmen 

Assessor 

Michael  M.  Brunelle 

118 

Tabitha  J.  Tashjian 

205 

Leo  T.  McCaffrey 

155 

Leo  McCaffrey 

2 

Brad  Taylor 

1 

Rick  Davis 

2 

Blank 

10 

Blank 

75 

284 

284 

Town  Clerk 

Board  of  Health  3  Year 

Elizabeth  1.  Neylon 

139 

William  Payne 

241 

Tabitha  J.  Tashjian 

134 

Julian  Votruba 

1 

Leslie  Scott 

2 

Blank 

42 

Blank 

9 

284 

284 
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Board  of  Health 

1  Year 

School  Committee 

Rick  Davis 

1 

Mama  Mucha 

118 

Lisa  Brierly 

2 

Caron  Coakley 

161 

Vincent  Luchessi 

2 

Blank 

5 

Duane  Pelletier 

1 

284 

Kathy  O’Keefe 

1 

Nancy  Johnston 

2 

Librarv  Trustee 

Bruce  Rochette 

1 

Lois  B.  Linehan 

239 

Michael  Russ 

1 

Blank 

45 

Bechan 

1 

284 

Blank 

272 

284 

Cemeterv  Commission 

3  Year 

Cemeterv  Commissioner 

1  Year 

Maude  M.  Stone 

261 

Wesley  Dwelly 

4 

Blank 

23 

Kevin  Currier 

1 

284 

Leonard  Hardy 

1 

Art  Deschamps 

1 

Plannina  Board 

5  Years 

Donald  Apholt 

1 

Mark  M.  Turnbull 

226 

Russell  Jones 

1 

Jeff  Young 

1 

Blank 

275 

Connor 

1 

284 

Blank 

56 

284 

ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING  JUNE  23.  1997 

A  quorum  being  present,  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  was  called  to  order  at  7:35  p.m.  by  Moderator 

Jeffrey  Young. 

Article  1 :  It  was  voted  that  the  Town  accept  the  reports  of  the  several  town  officers  as  printed 
in  the  Annual  Town  Report. 

Article  2:  It  was  voted  to  elect  Ellenor  Downer  and  Eve  Grimes  as  Field  Drivers  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

Article  3:  It  was  voted  that  the  Town  hear  the  results  of  the  Election  of  Town  Officers  held  May 
19,  1997. 

Article  4;  It  was  voted  that  the  Town  fix  the  salaries  and  compensation  of  all  elected  officers  of 
the  Town  as  provided  by  Section  108,  Chapter  41,  of  the  General  Laws  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

Moderator  103  Board  of  Selectmen  3844 

Treasurer  3926  Tax  Collector  4389 

Assessors  4151  Town  Clerk  2927 

Library  Trustee  53  Cemetery  Committee  53 

Board  of  Health  1 54 

Article  5;  It  was  voted  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate  or  appropriate  from  unappropriated 
available  funds  in  the  treasury  the  following  sums  of  money  as  are  necessary  to  pay 
salaries,  expenses,  and  outlays  of  the  several  town  departments  for  the  fiscal  year 
beginning  July  1,  1997. 

Board  of  Health  654 

Cemeteries,  Operating  Expenses  2,550 

Culture,  Historical  Commission  100 

Library,  Operating  Expenses  20,564 

Parks  &  Recreation  2,700 

Debt/Interest  Quabbin  Regional  School  District  107,625 

High  School  Construction  Fund  52,223 
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Article  6; 


Article  1 3: 


Education,  Quabbin  District 

750,979 

Vocational  Education 

75,000 

Executive,  Admin  Assist./Town  Acct. 

16,397 

Board  of  Selectmen 

6,294 

Home  Health  Care 

1,279 

Group  Insurance 

13,200 

Blanket  Insurance 

30,000 

Worcester  County  Retirement 

17,206 

Meditax 

3,500 

Financial,  Board  of  Assessors 

18,147 

Finance  Committee 

370 

Reserve  Fund 

12,500 

Tax  Collector 

7,838 

Treasurer 

6,936 

General,  Annual  Town  Report 

1,200 

Town  Hall 

15,197 

Highway,  Salaries 

89,990 

Operating  Expenses 

49,415 

Land  Use,  Conservation  Commission 

2,635 

Planning  Board 

660 

Zoning/Appeals  Board 

325 

Zoning  Enforcement 

500 

Central  Mass.  Regional  Planning  Comm.  Assessment  269 

Legislature,  Moderator 

103 

Licensing,  Census 

1,018 

Town  Clerk 

4,342 

Town  Elections 

1,061 

Operations,  Town  Counsel 

6,000 

Tax  Title,  Tax  Collector 

500 

Other,  Tree  Warden 

350 

Dutch  Elm 

600 

Insect  Pest  Control 

100 

Protective,  Animal  Inspector 

256 

Public  Safety,  Ambulance 

10,475 

Dispatching 

25,000 

Fire  Department 

34,550 

Police  Department  Chief  Salary 

38,910 

Police  Department  Operating 

28,714 

Special,  Council  on  Aging 

3,200 

Veterans  Services 

2,530 

Local  Access 

175 

Retirement  of  Dept. 

7.510 

TOTAL 

$1,471,647 

It  was  voted  that  the  Town  advance  for  consideration  Articles  6,  7,8  ,9,10,1 1 ,  12,  33, 
34,  35,  36,  37,  38,  39,  40,  41  and  take  action  on  such  Articles  as  stated  in  the 
Consent  Calendar  printed  on  the  report  and  recommended  by  the  Oakham  Finance 
Committee,  without  debate  on  any  of  the  Articles,  provided  that  upon  rcjquest  of  one 
voter  at  this  meeting,  made  before  the  vote  is  taken  on  this  motion,  an  Article  shall 
be  dropped  from  the  Consent  Calendar  and  shall  be  acted  upon  in  ordinary  course 
of  business  at  this  Town  Meeting.  All  Articles  except  for  Article  9  were  passed 
unanimously.  However,  after  some  discussion  Article  9  was  also  passed 
unanimously. 

It  was  voted  that  the  Town  hear  the  report  of  the  Municipal  Building  Committee. 
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Article  14; 


Article  15; 
Article  16; 

Article  17; 

Article  18; 

Article  19; 

Article  20; 


Article  21; 
Article  22; 
Article  23; 
Article  24; 


Article  25; 
Article  26; 


Article  27; 
Article  28; 

Article  29; 

Article  30; 
Article  31 ; 


Article  32; 


It  was  voted  that  the  Town  transfer  Thirty  Thousand  Dollars  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
borrowing  for  the  Landfill  Capping  Project  and  thereby  increase  the  authorized  debt 
to  finance  the  Municipal  Building  Project,  including  the  combined  Highway  and  Fire 
Department  Facility  and  Renovations  of  the  existing  Fire  Station  to  become  the 
Police  Station. 

It  was  voted  that  the  Town  hear  the  report  of  the  Library  Building  Study  Committee. 

It  was  voted  that  the  Town  hear  the  report  of  the  Ambulance  Replacement  Study 
Committee. 

It  was  voted  that  the  Town  appropriate  $79,970,  $35,000,  from  ambulance  receipts 
reserved  and  $44,970  from  Free  Cash,  to  purchase  a  replacement  ambulance. 

It  was  voted  that  the  Town  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  dispose  of  the 
existing  ambulance  after  delivery  of  the  replacement  unit. 

It  was  voted  that  the  Town  appropriate  $8,300  from  the  Stabilization  Fund  for 
Connecting  the  Center  School  Kitchen  equipment  to  the  Emergency  Generator. 

It  was  voted  that  the  Town  incur  debt  for  the  purpose  of  repair,  replacement  and/or 
upgrade  of  septic  systems,  pursuant  to  agreements  with  the  Board  of  Health  and 
residential  property  owners,  including  without  limitation  all  costs  thereof  as  defined 
in  Section  1  of  Chapter  29c  of  the  General  Laws;  by  borrowing  up  to  $200,000  from 
the  Massachusetts  Water  Pollution  Abatement  Trust. 

It  was  voted  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate  $4,554.00  for  the  Town’s  share  of 
E91 1  equipment  required  by  Rutland  Dispatching. 

It  was  voted  that  the  Town  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  dispose  of  the  Police 
Suburban. 

It  was  voted  that  the  Town  appropriate  $500.00  from  the  Stabilization  Fund  to  cover 
Insurance  deductible  relating  to  Police  Cruiser  Accident. 

It  was  voted  that  the  Town  allow  the  Conservation  Commission  to  expend  $2,500. 
from  the  “Wetlands  Protection  Fund”  account  those  sums  collected  pursuant  to 
Chapter  287  Section  54  of  the  Acts  of  the  Notice  of  Intent  Filing  Fees  under  the 
Wetlands  Protection  Act  shall  be  expended  solely  for  the  performance  of  its  duties 
associated  with  administering  the  Acts. 

It  was  voted  that  the  Town  Carry  over  any  monies  left  on  the  FY  97  Treasurer’s 
Foreclosure  Account. 

It  was  voted  that  the  Town  approve  having  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Assessors 
designated  as  working  Assessor  and  Fix  the  rate  of  pay  at  a  sum  of  $672.66  per 
month. 

It  was  voted  that  the  Town  pass  over  Article  27. 

It  was  voted  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate  $2,000.00  for  Ambulance 
Communications  Equipment. 

It  was  voted  that  the  Town  appropriate  $1 ,450.00  from  the  Stabilization  Fund  for  Fire 
Department  Communications  Equipment. 

It  was  voted  that  the  Town  pass  over  Article  30. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  to  pass  over  this  article,  however.  Fire  Chief  Richard 
Howe  asked  for  a  motion  to  vote.  Tom  McCaffrey  asked  what  was  the  purpose  to 
pass  over.  The  answer  from  the  Selectmen  was  that  the  Finance  Committee  does 
not  recommend  this  Article.  It  was  asked  what  the  cost  of  this  item  would  be.  The 
answer  was  $3,000.  Tom  Tashjian  asked  if  there  currently  was  one  on  the 
ambulance.  It  was  responded  yes,  however  if  the  ambulance  was  out  on  a  call  and  a 
defibrillator  was  needed  it  would  take  to  long  to  get  mutual  aid  here.  Some  of  the 
first  responders  In  Town  are  trained  on  how  to  use  this  equipment.  It  was 
unanimously  carried  that  the  Town  take  $3,000.  from  stabilization  fund  to  purchase 
the  defibrillator. 

It  was  voted  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate  $4,005.00  for  a  4  inch  hose  for  the 
Fire  Department. 


17 


Article  42:  It  was  voted  that  the  Town  appropriate  $12,200.00  from  ambulance  receipts 
reserved  for  operating  expenses  for  the  Ambulance. 

Article  43:  It  was  voted  that  the  Town  pass  over  Article  43. 

Article  44:  It  was  voted  that  the  Town  transfer  a  parcel  of  land  off  Robinson  Road  in  Oakham 

consisting  of  7  acres  more  or  less  known  as  Map  412,  Lot  81  on  the  Assessors  Maps 
and  formerly  owned  by  Douglas  Mullens,  to  the  Oakham  Conservation  commission 
for  Conservation  Purposes. 

Article  45:  It  was  voted  that  the  Town  here  the  Moderators  appointments  to  the  Finance 
Committee  for  the  Term  of  3  years  Mama  Mucha  and  William  Specter. 

Article  46;  It  was  voted  that  the  Town  accept  Oakview  Lane  as  a  Town  Road. 

Article  47:  It  was  voted  that  the  Town  establish  a  Fire  Truck  Replacement  Study  Committee, 

consisting  of  Five  members,  including  the  Fire  Chief,  one  Selectmen,  one  member  of 
the  Finance  Committee  and  Two  from  the  community. 

All  Votes  were  Oral  and  Unanimous. 

The  meeting  was  adjourned  at  9:00  p.m. 


Respectfully  submitted. 


Elizabeth  I.  Neylon,  Tovm  Clerk 

DOG  LICENSES  SOLD  JULY  1,  1996  THROUGH  JUNE  30, 1997 


Number  Sold 

Type 

Amount  Collected 

119 

Male/Female  @  1 1 .00 

$1309.00 

263 

Spayed/Neutered  @  7.00 

1841.00 

5 

Kennel  (4  or  less)  @  30.00 

150.00 

3 

Kennel  (10  or  less)  @  40.00 

120.00 

4 

Kennel  (more  than  10)  @  50.00 

200.00 

Total  Collected 

$  3620.00 

Less;  Town  Clerk  Fees 

610.00 

Total  Turned  over 

$3010.00 

The  Dog  licensing  year  begins  April  1st,  and  ALL  dogs  are  required  by  law  to  be  licensed 
by  that  date.  New  licenses  are  generally  available  by  February. 

To  license  your  dog,  you  may  see  the  Town  clerk  on  Monday  nights,  or  Saturday 
Mornings,  or  you  may  license  by  mail  by  sending  last  years  license,  a  current  rabies  certificate, 
to  Elizabeth  I.  Neylon,  Town  Clerk  P.O.  Box  222  Oakham,  Massachusetts  01068. 


HUNTING  AND  FISHING  LICENSES  SOLD  JULY  1, 1996  THROUGH  JUNE  30,  1997 


Number  Sold 

Tvpe 

12 

Resident  Fishing  Citizen 

4 

Resident  Fishing  (70  or  over) 

10 

Resident  Citizen  Hunting 

10 

Resident  Citizen  Sporting 

1 

Resident  Citizen  Sporting  (65-69) 

4 

Resident  Citizen  Sporting  (over  70) 

10 

Archery  Stamp 

15 

Primitive  Firearms  Stamp 

25 

Wildlands  Stamp  Resident 

Total  collected  $1314.00 

Less;  Town  Clerk  Fees  30.50 

Total  to  Fisheries  and  Wildlife  $1283.50 
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GENERAL  GOVERNMENT 


PUELIKC  SAFETY 

AMBULANCE 

i 

ANIMAL  INSPECTOR 
DOG  OFFICER 
FIRE  DEPARTMENT 
HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT 


POLICE  DEPARTMENT 


REPORT  OF  THE  FIRE  DEPARTMENT 

AMBULA  NCE 


Richard  H.  Howe,  Chief 
Richard  H.  Davis,  Director 
Conrad  Johnson,  1st  Lt.,  Training  Officer 
Robert  Tefft,  2nd  Lt.,  Supply  Officer 


During  the  calendar  year  1997,  the  Ambulance  responded  to  146  calls  for  service,  this  is  up  from 
104  from  the  previous  year  and  up  from  60  calls  in  1995. 


81  Medical  Emergency  Calls 

5  Community  Service 

5  Mutual  Aid  to  other  towns 

35  Patient  Signs  refusal  -  no  transport. 

2  Life  Flight  calls 

5  Mutual  Aid  from  other  towns 
10  Fire  Department  assists 

5  Mutual  Aid  from  Advances  Life  Support  (ALS) 


The  service  continues  to  use  Medicompts,  Inc.  a  billing  service  for  third  party  billing.  Cash 
receipts  for  the  Fiscal  1997  were  $24,973.25 

Each  EMT  is  required  to  be  re-certified  each  year,  which  means  they  have  to  have  at  least  20 
hours  of  EMT  continuing  medical  education  yearly.  It  is  important  that  the  residents  of  Oakham 
understand  the  time  and  training  that  is  required  of  each  EMT.  As  the  Director  I  must  ensure  that 
all  EMT’s  receive  the  proper  continuing  education  and  re-certification  courses  to  ensure  their  re¬ 
licensure.  It  is  also  very  important  that  we  make  every  effort  to  reimburse  each  member  for  the 
costs  of  these  courses. 

In  closing  the  Oakham  Fire  Department  Ambulance  will  continue  to  provide  the  highest 
professional  emergency  medical  care  to  the  residents  of  the  Town  of  Oakham. 

Respectfully  Submitted, 


Richard  H.  Davis 
Ambulance  Director 
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REPOR  T  OF  THE  A  MIMAL  INSPEOEOR 


Adult 

Youno 

Cattle:  (Adult  =  2  years  &  over) 

Number  of  dairy 

33 

23 

Number  of  beef 

35 

11 

Number  of  Steers/Oxen 

1 

Number  of  goats  (Adult  =  1  yr  &  up) 

21 

1 

Number  of  sheep  (Adult  =  1  yr  &  up) 

74 

12 

Swine; 

Number  of  breeders 

Number  of  feeders 

4 

3 

Equines; 

Number  of  horses 

97 

2 

Number  of  ponies 

9 

- 

Number  of  donkeys 

1 

- 

One  stable  accessible  to  the  public 

Number  of  llamas 

1 

Poultry; 

31 2  -  chickens  1 3  -  turkeys 
Number  of  rabbits 

Other  Animals 

57  -  ratites  (emv)  30  -  waterfowl 
126 

None 

0  -  gamebirds 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Henry  W.  Stone 
Nancy  Dahn 


REPORT  OF  THE  DOG  OFFICER 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  calls  handled  this  past  year; 

28  dogs  lost 

35  dogs  found  or  placed 

4  reported  hit  by  cars 

1  destroyed  (Hit  by  Car) 

40  complaints 

28  cat  calls 

36  miscellaneous  requests 

5  bites 


Making  sure  that  your  dogs  and  cats  are  up  to  date  with  their  Rabies  vaccinations  continues  to 
be  our  most  critical  concern.  Statewide  during  1996,  3005  animals  were  submitted  to  the  state 
lab  for  testing  and  115  were  found  to  be  positive  for  Rabies.  In  1997,  3128  animals  were 
submitted  and  282  were  positive,  a  considerable  increase.  Raccoons  continue  to  be  a  high  risk 
animal  for  you  or  your  pet  to  have  contact  with,  however,  in  the  last  3  months  of  1997,  more 
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skunks  have  been  determined  to  be  positive  for  Rabies.  Since  you  cannot  be  entirely  sure  if  you 
pet  contacts  a  potentially  rabid  animal  during  their  daily  routine,  your  main  protection  from  the 
disease  is  timely  vaccinations  for  your  pet  and  booster  shots  if  your  dog  or  cat  comes  home  with 
a  wound. 

in  Essex  County,  during  December  of  1997,  1  dog  tested  positive  for  Rabies  and  exposed  60 
people  that  required  post-exposure  treatment. 

There  were  no  changes  in  the  town  Dog  licensing  process  this  past  year.  Licenses  expire  every 
March  31st  and  need  to  be  renewed.  They  are  obtained  through  the  town  clerks  office.  The  fee 
is  still  $11.00,  spayed  and  neutered  dogs  receive  a  discount  and  the  fee  is  $7.00.  Bring  your 
Rabies  certificate  obtained  from  your  veterinarian,  for  each  dog  being  licensed.  We  do  not  mail 
individual  reminders. 


To  contact  the  Dog  Officer  or  Assistant,  please  call  the  Police  Dispatcher  at  882-3347. 

Respectfully  Submitted, 

Nancy  Dahn,  Dog  Officer 
Pat  Foley,  Assistant  Dog  Officer 


REPORT  OF  THE  FIRE  DEPARTMENT 


Oakham  firefighters  responded  to  eighty  nine  incidents  during  1997.  This  figure  is  up  18%  from 
the  previous  year.  The  increase  in  incidents  was  due  primarily  to  vehicle  accidents.  The 
department  responded  to  twenty  seven  vehicle  accidents,  up  48%  from  the  previous  year.  Of 
these  twenty  seven  accidents  many  were  rollovers,  but  only  one  resulted  in  a  life  flight  call.  Seat 
belts  are  attributed  with  saving  the  people  involved  from  sustaining  more  serious  injuries. 

The  Municipal  Building  didn’t  go  out  to  bid  in  early  1997  as  was  hoped.  The  project  seemed  to 
be  back  on  track  as  1997  ended.  It  is  everyone’s  hope  that  all  departments  will  be  in  a  new 
facility  by  the  end  of  1998. 


The  Fire  Department  responded  to  the  following  incidents  in  1997: 

10 


4 
3 
8 
27 
6 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Richard  Howe,  Fire  Chief 


Ambulance  Assistance 
Bomb  Scare 
Bomb  Removal 
Brush  Fire 
Carbon  Monoxide 
False  Alarm 
Faulty  Alarm  System 
Hazardous  Material 
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1 

2 

8 

3 

1 

2 

1 


Mutual  Aid 

Barre  9 
Rutland  1 
Power  Lines  Down 
Public  Service 
Structure  Fire 
Vehicle  Accidents 
Vehicle  Fires 
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REPORT  OF  THE  HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT 


Fiscal  1 997  was  once  again  a  busy  year  for  the  Highway  Department 

Work  consisted  mainly  of  bituminous  patching,  spot  graveling,  drainage,  scraping,  grading, 
sweeping,  road  side  mowing,  lawn  reseeding  and  line  striping.  The  East  Hill  drainage  and 
resurfacing  project  was  engineered  and  designed  by  CME,  Associates  of  Southbridge.  Bowditch 
and  Dewey  will  be  processing  all  legal  easements  needed  for  the  drainage.  The  winter  of  1996  - 
1997  was  somewhat  normal,  with  the  exception  of  heavy  wet  snow  in  the  beginning  and  the  end 
of  winter  the  Highway  department  purchased  a  new  1997  F-350  dump  truck  to  replace  the  1090 
Pick  up,  which  was  handed  over  to  the  Fire  Department. 


Principal  items  of  equipment  owned  by  the  Town  are  as  follows: 


1  1 959  Austin  Western  Grader 

1  1985Cat.  IT  28  Loader 

1  1989  International  Diesel  Dump  Truck 

1  1983  L-8000  Ford  Truck 

1  1 997  F350  wd  Dump  T ruck  w/plow 

1  1 965  John  Deere  T ractor  w/mower 

1  1989  Torwel  6  c.y.S.S.  automatic  sander 

1  1 984  T orwel  8  c.  y  automatic  sander 

1  Vee  type  Snow  Plow 

6  One-way  snow  plows 

1 1  8’  Reversible  Snow  Plow 

1  Motor  driven  truck  drawn, road  sweeper 

1  1/2  bag  ceement  mixer 

2  chain  saws 

1  Surveyors  Transit 

1  5  H  P.  air  compressor 

1  Husgvama  grass  trimmer/brush  cutter 

1  Husgvama  Lawn  Tractor 

1  X-Mark  Commercial  lawn  mower 

1  1996  International  Diesel  Dump  Truck 

1  9’  Reversable  snow  plow 

1  5  H  P.  water  pump 


Respectfully  Submitted, 


C. Kevin  Currier, 

Highway  Superintendent 
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REPOR  T  OF  THE  POLICE  DEPAR  TMENT 


In  1997  we  answered  a  total  of  621  calls  for  service.  This  was  an  increase  of  10  over  1996. 
During  the  year  our  calls  involving  violent  crime  were  down  as  was  the  rest  of  Central  Mass.  We 
tend  to  follow  the  rest  of  the  country  in  statistics  as  do  most  communities.  During  the  year  we 
worked  hand  in  hand  with  various  state  and  national  police  agencies.  Some  of  them  were  the 
Vermont  State  Police,  New  Hampshire  State  Police,  F.B.I.,  United  States  Secret  Service,  Mass. 
State  Police  bomb  disposal  unit,  M.S.P.C.A.  and  the  Worcester  County  District  Attorneys  Office. 

The  following  is  a  partial  list  of  the  investigations  conducted  by  this  department: 


Arrest 

OUl  alcohol 

Larceny  over  $250 

Larceny  under  $250 

Vandalism 

Domestic  Violence 

Abuse  and  protection  orders 

Burglar  alarms 

Breaking  and  Entering 

51 A  abuse  and  neglect 

Drug  investigations 

Cult  Activity 

Rape 

Indecent  A&B 
Prostitution 


21 

3 

9 

3 

8 

9 

42 

72 

2 

6 

11 

1 

2 


1 


During  the  year  we  confiscated  51  firearms.  This  has  become  an  administrative  and  book 
keeping  nightmare  for  the  department,  let  alone  a  storage  problem.  A  new  law  allowing 
licensed  storage  facilities  to  handle  this  problem  will  be  signed  into  law  early  in  1998. 

The  police  department  received  a  number  of  State  and  Federal  grants  during  the  year.  One 
grant  has  allowed  us  to  have  people  on  the  road  or  in  a  paid  on-call  status  almost  around  the 
clock.  In  1998  we  plan  to  apply  for  and  write  five  grant  applications.  These  grants  have 
become  our  main  stay  in  Community  Policing  and  D.A.R.E. 

Our  DARE  program  headed  by  Sgt.  Dave  Halsdorff  has  been  a  great  asset  to  the  elementary 
school.  Most  of  our  other  officers  have  been  involved  with  the  Center  School  during  the  year 
either  on  community  reading  day  or  safety  programs  or  just  stopping  in  while  on  patrol. 

Due  to  some  unforeseen  delays  the  start  of  the  new  Public  Safety  Complex  will  not  begin 
construction  until  1998.  We  hope  to  be  in  our  new  facility  in  the  late  fall  of  ‘98. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  Finance  Committee,  and  all  of  the  residents  of  the  town 
for  there  support  during  the  year. 

Respectfully  Submitted, 

David  I.  Galena,  Chief  of  Police 


24 


GENERAL  GOVERNMENT 
HUMAN  SERVICES 


BOARD  OF  HEALTH 

EUKLDTOG  INSPECTOR 
CEMETERY  COMMISSIONERS 
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LIBRARIAN 
LIBRARY  TRUSTEES 
LIBRARY  STUDY  COMMITTEE 
MUNICIPAL  BUILDING  STUDY  COMMITTEE 
PARKS  &  RECREATION 
PLANNING  BOARD 
TREE  WARDEN 
VETERANS  SERVICES 


WIRE  INSPECTOR 


REPORT  OF  THE  BUILDING  INSPECTOR 


I  hereby  submit  my  report  of  permits  issued  from  July  1 ,  1996  through  June  30,  1997. 


Additions  2 

Alterations/Remodeling  5 

Barns  5 

Decks  5 

Demolition  3 

Dwellings  (Single)  4 

(Multiple)  0 


Respectfully  submitted, 

Ralph  W.  Dwelly, 

Inspector  of  Buildings/Commissioner 


Garages  2 

Pools  2 

Porches  1 

Roofing/Siding  9 

Sheds  4 

Wood  Stoves  7 

Certificates  of  Inspection  5 

TOTAL  PERMITS  ISSUED  49 


REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH 


The  Board  of  Health  continued  business  as  usual,  regarding  the  issuance  of  permits  for  wells, 
food  services,  establishments,  campground  facilities  and  for  installation  of  new  and  repair  septic 
systems. 

Fred  Carey,  has  continued  to  serve  as  Board  of  Health  agent,  witnessing  soil  testing,  reviewing 
septic  system  designs  and  performing  inspections  of  septic  system  installations.  Richard 
Stevens,  Board  of  Health  agent  for  the  Town  of  Barre,  has  been  appointed  as  an  agent  for  the 
Town  of  Oakham.  He  will  take  over  when  Fred  Carey  is  unavailable. 

We  are  in  the  middle  of  the  Title  V  Septic  System  repair  program.  By  the  end  of  the  calendar 
year  we  hope  to  have  repaired  seven  family  septic  systems  through  this  program. 

Our  meeting  continue  to  be  bi-monthly,  the  first  and  third  Monday’s  of  the  month. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

William  Payne 
Linda  Mueller 
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REPOR  T  OF  THE  CEMETER  Y  COMMISSIONERS 


During  Fiscal  1997  there  were  three  (3)  regular  burials  and  three  (3)  cremation  burials.  Six  (6) 
burial  lots  were  sold  consisting  of  a  total  of  eleven  (11)  graves.  Mowing  of  all  the  cemeteries 
was  carried  out  in  the  usual  manner. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Wesley  Dwelly 
Maude  Stone 


REPOR  T  OF  THE  CONSER  VA  TION  COMMISSION 


The  Conservation  Commission  held  its  regular  meetings  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  each  month.  In 
addition,  to  these  public  meetings  the  commission  held  six  hearings  and  participated  in  nine  site 
visits. 

As  a  result  of  the  hearings  and  site  visits,  three  orders  of  condition,  three  determination  of 
applicability  and  one  enforcement  order  were  issued.  Also,  the  Commission  granted  certificates 
of  emergency  to  the  Highway  Department  for  immediate  work  on  culverts,  which  either  had 
collapsed  or  were  near  collapsing. 

The  Members  also  continued  to  work  on  an  open  space  plan,  and  prepared  to  study  the  new 
Rivers  Protection  Act,  which  goes  into  effect  1996-1997.  This  new  act  requires  that  anyone  who 
plans  to  do  work  within  200’  of  a  river,  brook,  stream  or  a  pond  with  riverine  action,  which  flows 
perennially  needs  to  inform  the  Conservation  Commission  so  that  proper  precautions  can  be 
taken  to  protect  sensitive  resource  areas.  If  you  have  any  questions  on  this  new  regulation, 
please  contact  the  Commission. 


Respectfully  Submitted, 

Mark  Blanchard,  Chairman 
Ray  Zecco,  Vice  Chairman 
LucyTessnau,  Clerk/Treasurer 
Joyce  Megarry,  Secretary 
Mark  Stellate,  Enforcement  Officer 


27 


REPORT  OF  THE  COUNCIL  ON  AGING 


The  Council  on  Aging  held  its  eleven  meetings  on  the  third  Thursday  of  each  month  except  for 
July.  Our  goal  this  year  was  to  try  to  offer  one  activity  per  month.  In  September  the  Council 
sponsored  a  trip  to  the  new  Solomon  Pond  Mall.  On  October  18,  we  held  an  open  house  at  the 
Senior  Center.  Another  shopping  trip  was  planned  to  Spags  and  the  Christmas  Tree  Shop  in 
Shrewsbury  in  November;  and,  with  the  help  of  the  Oakham  Girl  Scouts  and  their  leaders  we 
were  able  to  deliver  the  annual  holiday  fruit  baskets  to  our  seniors  over  75  years  of  age.  The 
Seniors  also  enjoyed  a  Christmas  dinner  at  the  Oakham  Center  School  on  December  1 9. 

Once  again,  thanks  to  the  Lions  Club  generosity  and  the  willingness  of  the  Church  family  to 
cook,  the  Valentine  Dinner,  which  was  held  on  February  8.  It  was  great  to  see  so  many  of  our 
friends.  We  hope  you  all  enjoyed  the  evening.  Newly  elected  State  Representative,  David  Tuttle, 
was  able  to  attend  and  to  speak  with  several  of  our  guests  on  important  issues.  His  office  had 
been  helpful  in  ensuring  the  Council  receives  the  State  grant  for  which  we  had  applied. 

Members  of  the  Council  were  pleased  to  be  asked  to  judge  the  doll  carriage  decorating  contest 
and  pie  baking  contest  at  the  Yankee  Fair  on  June  30.  What  a  great  day!  Hot,  but  fun.  It  was 
very  difficult  for  us  to  choose  the  winners.  The  children  and  the  bakers  all  did  a  super  job. 

Respectfully  Submitted, 

Ann  Troy,  Secretary 
Lucy  Tessnau,  Treasurer 
Vic  Smichinski 
Joycelyn  Wile 
Shelly  Rutman 


REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN 


It  was  an  extremely  busy  year  for  all  concerned,  and  especially  so  for  our  two  trustees  who  not 
only  did  the  work  of  three,  but  added  a  variety  of  new  programs  aimed  at  making  the  community 
members  aware  of  the  many  facets  of  today’s  libraries.  For  although  books  still  remain  an 
important  part  of  libraries,  computers,  fax  machines,  copiers,  and  educational  programs  are  also 
vital  services  that  should  be  offered  by  local  libraries.  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  all  the  above 
services  are  available  at  the  Fobes  Memorial  Library. 

We  still  offer  story  hours  for  preschool  children  age  2-5  on  Tuesday  and  Thursday  mornings,  and 
have  a  summer  program  for  school-age  youngsters  during  the  month  of  August.  Anyone  who 
can  read  is  welcome  to  join  us  for  this  program  which  is  jointly  sponsored  by  the  Central  MA 
Regional  Library,  the  Oakham  Cultural  Council,  and  our  library. 

We  are  indeed  fortunate  to  be  able  to  offer  the  public  the  many  and  varied  services  available. 
However,  this  would  not  be  possible  without  the  help  of  State  Grants,  the  Oakham  Cultural 
Council,  our  many  volunteers  who  serve  in  all  sorts  of  ways,  the  many  people  who  donate  books, 
our  faithful  friends  who  are  our  patrons,  and  all  who  attend  our  special  functions. 
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I  am  thankful  that  so  many  people  have  helped  make  the  library  an  important  part  of  the 

community,  and  welcome  any  comments  and  suggestions  you  may  have  that  will  continue  to 
make  the  library  more  useful. 

The  Library  is  open  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays  from  9:00  a.m.  to  4:30  p.m.,  Tuesday  evenings 
7:00  to  9:00  and  Saturday  mornings  from  9:00  a.m.  to  11:00  a.m.  Your  questions  or  comments 

are  welcome  at  anytime  during  these  hours,  or  better  yet,  stop  in  and  find  out  what  we  have  to 
offer. 

Respectfully  Submitted, 

Maude  M.  Stone,  Librarian 


REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRAR  Y  TRUSTEES 

In  September,  it  was  announced  that  we  didn’t  make  first  cut  in  the  State  grant  round  for 
renovation  and  Construction  of  libraries.  But  all  libraries  that  submitted  a  grant  proposal  were 
offered  the  opportunity  to  return  the  grant  for  re-consideration  and,  a  shot  at  a  few  limited  places 
on  a  waiting  list.  After  the  Trustees  held  a  lengthy  meeting  with  Patience  Jackson  (State  Library 
Commissioners  liaison  in  charge  of  library  construction).  Max  Ferro  (the  Library  architect)  and 
Selectmen  Chari  Van  Schoick  sitting  in,  it  was  decided  that  the  grant  would  be  re-worked  and 
returned  for  reconsideration.  The  building  design  was  changed  to  increase  stack  space  in  an 
attempt  to  correct  what  the  State  deemed  the  one  major  drawback  of  the  proposal,  and  all 
sections  were  critiqued  and  re-worked  as  necessary,  a  lengthy  process,  meeting  the  January 
deadline. 

The  Trustees  accepted  a  donation  from  Mrs.  Jocelyn  Wile  to  begin  the  Robert  Wile  Children’s 
Art  Festival,  the  first  one  held  in  March  1997,  in  celebration  of  the  National  Children’s  Art  Month. 
It  was  a  great  time  and  there  were  lots  of  entries.  First  place  winners  had  their  names  added  to 
an  on-going  plaque  on  permanent  display  in  the  Library. 

The  Library  hosted  Mary  Towner,  a  visiting  scholar  from  UCLA,  studying  the  migration  of 
Oakham  residents  in  the  1840’s.  She  was  very  intriguing  and  she  had  pieced  together  the  family 
histories  of  many  old  time  family  names.  She  was  able  to  put  many  of  our  photographs  together 
in  historical  order. 

The  Friends  of  the  Fobes  Memorial  Library,  Inc.  hosted  the  first  haunted  house  in  the  library 
basement.  This  allowed  everyone  to  see  how  much  unused  space  is  available  down  there.  The 
Oakham  Cub  Scouts  gave  away  popcorn  at  the  exit  and  Margaret  Rising  donated  her  time  and 
talents  to  provide  small  children  with  an  alternative  activity  to  the  Dungeon  of  Death. 

The  Friends  of  Fobes  Memorial  Library,  Inc.  assisted  the  Trustees  in  the  selling  of  discarded 
books,  donated  posters,  and  the  raffling  of  “readers  raffles’  at  the  church  Christmas  oazaar. 

The  Annual  Christmas  Tea  with  Tree  Lighting/Caroling  featured  Pops  the  Clown  for 
entertainment.  This  event  was  funded  in  part  by  the  Oakham  Cultural  Council.  The  Tree  was  lit 
courtesy  of  the  Fire  Department  and  the  Parks  and  Recreation  Committee  used  the  event  to 
announce  the  results  of  the  annual  Home  Decorating  Contest.  It  was  a  success,  despite  the  cold 
and  snow. 
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Memorial  Day  had  the  Trustees  and  the  Friends  of  the  Fobes  Memorial  Library,  Inc.  out  on  the 
front  steps  selling  flags  and  discarded  and  donated  books  to  the  crowds. 

The  First  Annual  Oakham  Photography  Contest,  funded  in  part  by  the  Oakham  Cultural  Council, 
was  a  big  success  during  the  Olde  Tyme  Yankee  Fair.  Lots  of  folks  came  in  to  view  the  new  and 
archival  photographs  on  display.  The  Friends  of  the  Fobes  Memorial  Library,  Inc.  and  the 
Trustees  sold  discarded  and  donated  books  and  puzzles  to  the  fair  goers. 

The  Oakham  Girl  Scouts  donated  $200  worth  of  children’s  books  with  the  money  that  they  had 
raised  the  previous  year  during  their  theater  nights.  Special  Thanks  to  them! 

Lois  Linehan  was  re-elected  to  her  4th  term  as  Library  Trustee  in  May  1997. 

The  Library  again  offered  the  summer  reading  program  the  end  of  August  to  get  every  one  back 
in  the  swing  for  school.  The  Oakham  Cultural  Council  sponsored  poet,  Sara  Frankel,  as  part  of 
the  program.  Ms.  Frankel  gave  a  lovely  presentation  of  mixed  up  fairy  tales  that  she  had  written 
and  the  children  presented  their  ov^m  poetry. 

Story  hour  continues  to  be  popular  and  the  library  is  proud  to  be  developing  more  readers!  The 
library  computer  has  had  its  ups  and  downs.  The  computer  is  tied  into  CWMars,  a  library 
computer  service.  Through  them,  the  World  Wide  Web  is  at  everyone’s  finger  tips  This  service 
also  provides  the  Library  with  the  ability  to  locate  almost  any  book  In  Central  Massachusetts,  and 
beyond,  and  get  it  for  patrons  through  the  Central  Massachusetts  Inter-Library  Loan,  It  takes 
about  a  week. 

More  NEW  hours  have  been  added  to  the  library’s  open  list  -  the  addition  of  every  Saturday 
morning  9-11  generously  donated  by  Kenneth  Johnson.  Tuesday  nights  are  staffed  by  a  group 
of  highly  dedicated  library  volunteers  that  rotate  through  the  duty.  The  dedication  of  the 
volunteers  to  the  library  has  enabled  the  library  to  do  so  much  with  so  little.  A  special  thanks  to 
all. 

Mrs.  Stone  and  Mrs.  Anderson  deserve  a  heart  felt  round  of  applause  for  the  $3,500  worth  of 
new  books  that  they  processed  and  got  out  onto  the  shelves  for  everyone  to  borrow.  Special 
Thanks  to  Fred  Stone  for  getting  the  mail  twice  a  week. 

The  Trustees  were  saddened  by  the  loss  of  “Pete”  Stanley  Anderson  who  had  donated  so  much 
of  his  time  to  building  book  cases  at  the  Library.  Stella  Anderson  upgraded  the  Library  computer 
as  a  donation  in  his  name.  Thanks. 

The  Friends  of  the  Fobes  Memorial  Library,  Inc.  continue  to  support  the  library  in  many  ways. 
The  sale  of  used  clothing  has  continued  and  the  money  is  being  used  to  maintain  the 
photocopier,  purchase  video  tapes  that  are  provided  for  free  loan  by  the  library.  The  Friends  are 
small  number,  but  are  a  tremendous  support  to  the  library.  Maybe  you’d  like  to  volunteer  some 
time  too? 

Stop  by  to  see  what’s  new  -  and  watch  for  our  upcoming  events  -  the  library  is  alive  and  well  and 
full  of  good  books,  tapes  and  ideas.  Come  on  in! 

Respectfully  Submitted, 

Dawn  Thistle 
Susan  Turnbull 
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REPOR  T  OF  THE  LIBRAR  Y  STUDY  COMMITTEE 

In  July  1996,  the  Building  Committee  and  the  Board  of  Library  Trustees  eagerly  awaited  the  news  on 
the  renovations  grant  submitted  to  the  State  board  of  Library  Trustees  for  matching  funds  from  the 
State.  On  September  19, 1996,  we  were  informed  that  the  grant  was  not  funded. 

In  September,  Lois  Linehan,  Committee  member  and  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  and  Susan 
Turnbull,  Library  Trustee,  acting  on  behalf  of  the  Building  Committee  and  the  Board  of  Trustees,  were 
invited  to  attend  a  seminar  in  regards  to  those  unfunded  grant  bids  with  State  Library  Commissioner 
Keith  Fiels.  Only  those  libraries  that  had  participated  in  the  initial  round  of  submissions  were  offered 
the  opportunity  to  revise  their  applications  and  return  them  form  reconsideration.  The  State  Board  of 
Library  Commissioners  vowed  to  assist  all  applicants  in  bringing  their  applications  up  to  a  complete 
and  fundable  level. 

The  Building  Committee  and  the  Trustees  decided  in  October  that  too  much  work  had  been  done  to 
pass  up  this  opportunity.  In  November,  the  Building  Committee  and  the  Trustees  met  with  Patience 
Jackson,  Administrative  Assistant  to  the  State  Board  of  Library  Commissioners,  and  we  learned  what 
parts  of  our  proposal  needed  to  be  clarified  in  order  to  attain  a  chance  at  funding.  One  of  the  key 
areas  of  concern  of  the  State  Board  of  Library  Commissioners  was  the  amount  of  floor  space;  they  felt 
we  did  not  have  enough  planned  for  future  growth  in  the  Town. 

In  November  and  December,  the  Building  Committee,  Trustees  and  the  architect  met  and  discussed 
ideas  to  resolve  architectural  plans  to  include  more  floor  space  for  future  needs.  These  discussions 
resulted  in  a  proposed  modest  one-story  addition  and  moving  the  proposed  rear  entrance  to  the  side 
of  the  building.  A  change  in  the  construction  design  on  the  ground  floor  allowed  this  without  a  change 
in  the  proposed  budget.  The  change  would  include  raising  the  existing  floor  with  a  wood  floor  built 
over  the  existing  concrete  floor.  The  other  major  changes  would  be  the  elevator.  In  January  1997  the 
building  codes  changes  in  regards  to  handicapped  elevators.  We  are  now  able  to  use  a  lighter  weight 
elevator  that  meets  handicapped  requirements  at  considerable  less  costs.  The  budget  remained  the 
same  due  to  the  cost  savings  in  this  change. 

During  January,  the  Building  Committee  and  the  Trustees  re-worked  our  120  page  grant  proposal  and 
sent  it  off  for  the  February  deadline.  Late  February,  an  on-site  architectural  inspection  was  conducted 
by  the  State  Board  of  Library  commissioners  Architecture  Review  Team,  during  late  February. 

On  May  1  st  it  was  announced  that  Oakham  was  ranked  2nd  among  the  reconsidered  grants  and  had 
been  placed  on  the  State  Board  of  Libraries  Construction/Renovation  Grant  waiting  list. 

State  Legislation  is  still  pending  for  the  funding  of  these  projects.  The  Building  Committee  and  the 
Board  of  Library  Trustees  have  been  working  with  Senator  Stephen  Brewer  and  Representative 
David  Tuttle  to  help  insure  passage  of  these  bills.  A  recent  letter  from  Senator  Brewer  dated  June 
10th,  1997  informs  us  that  Senate  Bill  1418  is  rapidly  progressing  through  the  legislature.  This  Bill 
was  sponsored  by  Senator  Thomas  C.  Norton,  with  Senator  Brewer  as  co-sponsor.  The  Bill  has 
cleared  the  Joint  Committee  on  State  Administration.  It  is  now  in  the  Senate  Ways  and  Means 
Committee,  chaired  by  Senator  Stanley  Rosenberg.  Senator  Brewer  apprised  Chairman  Rosenberg 
of  his  strong  support  of  this  legislation.  Senator  Brewer  assured  us  in  his  letter  that  he  will  be 
supporting  this  legislation  when  it  comes  before  the  Senator  for  consideration.  Representative  David 
Tuttle  on  June  16, 1997,  met  with  us  at  the  Oakham  Town  Hall;  he  will  be  supporting  us  on  the  House 
side  of  the  legislature. 

Respectfully  Submitted, 

Lois  Linehan 
Ralph  Dwelly 
Michael  Brunelle 
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REPOR  T  OF  THE  MUNICIPAL  BUILDING  STUDY  COMMITTEE 


Selectmen  appointed  the  five  members  of  the  Municipal  Building  Study  Committee  to  the 
Municipal  Building  Committee  in  July  1997,  after  funding  for  the  project  was  approved  at  the 
Annual  Town  Meeting  in  June  1996.  This  report  is  for  the  period  from  July  1,  1996,  to  June  30, 
1997. 

The  Committee  re-organized.  Lionel  Lajoie  was  elected  chairman,  and  Ellenor  Downer  was 
elected  recording  secretary.  The  committee  had  percolation  tests  done  at  the  site  in  October  of 
1996.  One  location  behind  the  salt  shed  passed.  The  committee  had  Berry  Engineering  of 
Petersham  design  the  septic  system. 

The  Committee  found  out  that  it  is  necessary  to  hire  an  architect  for  the  project.  Before 
proceeding,  the  committee  with  the  Selectmen’s  approval,  got  an  opinion  from  town  counsel  who 
said  it  was  necessary  to  hire  an  architect  for  this  project  even  though  the  building  was  pre¬ 
engineered  This  is  a  state  law,  780  C.M.R.  113.5.2  and  G.L.c.  112,60(1). 

The  Committee  placed  an  ad  in  the  Central  Register  for  an  architect  for  the  project.  The 
committee  interviewed  architects.  Finally,  the  committee  recommended  to  Selectmen  that  the 
architect  firm  of  Reinhardt  Associates,  of  Agawam  be  hired  for  the  project.  Reinhardt  Associates 
did  a  feasibility  study  of  the  project.  The  estimated  cost  exceeded  the  amount  of  $550,000. 
appropriated  at  the  June  1996  annual  meeting. 

During  May  of  1 997,  the  committee  met  on  ways  to  cut  the  cost  of  the  project.  Some  of  these 
cost  cutting  solutions  included  eliminating  the  mezzanine,  the  separate  generator  room  and  a 
bay  on  each  side. 

The  committee  met  with  selectmen  to  keep  them  updated.  Chairman  Lionel  Lajoie  presented  a 
progress  report  of  the  committee  at  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  on  June  17,  1997.  An  article  to 
transfer  $30,000.  from  the  landfill  capping  project  to  the  Municipal  project  for  architectural  fees 
was  passed.  This  increased  the  authorized  debt  to  finance  the  Municipal  Building  project,  which 
includes  a  combined  highway  and  fire  department  facility  and  the  renovations  of  the  existing  fire 
station  for  the  police  department,  from  $550,000.  to  $580,000. 


Respectfully  Submitted, 

Lionel  Lajoie,  Chairman 
Denis  delaGorgendire 
Denis  Dillon 

Ellenor  Downer,  recording 
Michael  Russ 
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REPOR  T  OF  THE  PARKS  A  ND  RECREA  TION  COMMITTEE 


The  Parks  and  Recreation  Committee  sponsored  many  activities  for  Oakham  residents  during 
the  fiscal  period  July  1,  1996  through  June  30,  1997. 

Many  children  attended  swimming  lessons  at  Cotdbrook  Country  Club  pool  in  July.  The  Fun  in 
the  Sun  Program  was  a  two  day  activity  in  July  for  pre-school  children  through  six  grade.  A  grant 
from  the  Arts  Council  provided  two  entertainers  for  the  children.  The  program  ended  with  a 
cook-out  on  the  final  day. 

The  Committee  also  sponsored  a  scarecrow  contest.  The  scarecrows  decorated  the  common 
the  week  before  Halloween.  A  Halloween  parade  of  ‘trick  or  treaters’  marched  from  the 
Town  Hall  to  the  Oakham  Center  School.  The  Oakham  Fire  Department  and  Police 
Department  assisted  with  the  parade.  Members  of  the  couples  club  judged  the  costumes. 

In  December,  Parks  and  Recreation  held  a  holiday  house  decorating  contest.  Winners  of  that 
contest  were  announced  at  the  Fobes  Memorial  Library  annual  Christmas  tea. 

Other  activities  included  the  Memorial  Day  ceremony.  The  committee  provided  a  bus  on 
Memorial  Day  morning  before  the  ceremony  to  go  to  all  the  cemeteries  in  town  to  place  flags  on 
the  veterans  of  all  wars  graves.  The  committee  thanks  veteran  agent,  Leonard  Hardy,  for 
providing  some  of  the  flags.  The  Memorial  Day  parade  started  at  the  Oakham  Center  School 
and  processed  to  the  common.  Al  Clark  of  Barre  was  the  Memorial  Day  speaker.  World  War  II 
veteran,  Edward  Mellor,  rode  in  an  antique  auto  owned  and  driven  by  Oscar  Sanford. 

The  Committee  also  sponsored  a  fishing  derby  for  children  in  June  at  Pine  Acres  Campground. 
This  event  ended  with  a  family  cookout. 

The  annual  Olde  Tyme  Yankee  Fair  held  on  June  20  and  21  rounded  off  the  year.  Prudence  and 
the  Ploughboys  performed  at  the  block  party  on  Friday  night.  There  was  also  a  display  of 
custom  cars  in  the  Town  Hall  parking  lot.  The  fair  activities  on  Saturday  included  a  soapbox 
derby,  doll  and  bike  parade,  dog  show,  talent  show,  photography  contest,  rabbit  show, 
entertainment  by  the  Swing  Band,  a  bonfire,  and  many  other  events.  The  Oakham  Lions  Club 
held  a  road  race  on  Sunday,  June  22  to  end  the  weekend  of  activities. 


Respectfully  Submitted, 

Ellie  Downer 
Lisa  Martone 
Carrie  McCaffrey 
Liz  Sansoucy 
Chris  Toomey 
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REPORT  Of  THE  PLANNING  BOARD 


We  are  pleased  to  submit  this  report  of  the  Oakham  Planning  Board  of  1997.  Regularly 
scheduled  meetings  are  currently  held  at  the  Town  Hall,  on  the  Third  Monday  of  each  month. 
Additional  meetings  are  always  posted  in  advance,  in  accordance  with  the  Massachusetts  Public 
Meeting  Law.  Public  hearings  are  advertised  with  the  Legal  Notices  in  the  Worcester  Telegram; 
public  hearing  notices  are  also  posted  at  the  Town  Hall,  the  Post  Office,  the  Route  148 
Convenience  Store,  and  the  Oakham  Country  Store. 

ANR/  “Approval  Not  Required”  Plans 

Ten  ANR  land  subdivision  survey  plans  were  presented  to  the  Board  for  review.  Each  plan  was 
in  compliance  with  the  Town’s  subdivision  by  law  requirements  for  frontage  and  area,  and  each 
was  signed  by  the  Board  members. 

Special  Permits 

Responding  to  requests  for  Special  Permits  uses  addressed  in  the  Town  Bylaws,  the  application 
and  hearing  process  resulted  in  the  approval  of  one  new  Special  Permit. 

Proposed  “Retirement  Village”  Bylaw 

Approximately  200  voters  attended  a  Special  Town  Meeting  on  March  10,  to  vote  on  a  proposal 
by  an  Oakham  resident  to  add  a  new  set  of  Town  bylaws  which  would  authorize  the  Planning 
Board  to  issue  a  Special  Permit  for  a  "Retirement  Village”  on  any  tract  of  land  20  acres  or  larger. 

Of  primary  concern  to  the  Planning  Board  was  that  Oakham’s  1976  bylaw  creating  a  minimum  lot 
size  of  3  acres  and  300  foot  frontage  would  remain  in  force  for  individual  lots,  but  would  be 
circumvented  by  anyone  developing  20  acres  or  more  under  the  proposed  “Retirement  Village 
bylaws,  which  would  allow  a  maximum  density  equivalent  to  16  homes  per  3  acres,  or  106  homes 
on  20  acres. 

After  presentation  and  discussion,  the  vote  was  unanimous  against  the  proposal. 

Revision  to  the  Town  Bylaws 

The  “Retirement  Village”  proposal  raises  again  the  critical  issues  of  examining  and  updating  the 
town’s  zoning  and  other  bylaws,  while  maintaining  the  rural  character.  Should  Oakham  add  a 
bylaw  for  Elderly  Housing,  limiting  the  number  of  residents  and  the  number  of  locations?  Should 
Oakham  have  a  bylaw  for  “Cluster  Housing”,  allowing  smaller  lots  in  a  “Cluster  Housing” 
development  but  limiting  the  total  number  of  homes  to  the  same  number  as  the  tract  would 
accommodate  at  3/300lots?  Should  Oakham  have  more  than  one  type  of  zoning,  to  establish 
specific  locations  for  businesses,  light  manufacturing  ,and  denser  housing?  Should  Oakham 
change  the  list  of  Special  Permit  provisions  to  prohibit  certain  land  uses  which  residents  may 
never  want  to  be  permitted  in  Oakham  under  any  circumstances  (for  example,  the  commercial 
disposal  of  rubbish,  medical  waste,  low-level  radioactive  waste;  bars;  rock  concert  facilities;  adult 
entertainment). 

Residents’  written  comments  to  the  Planning  Board  are  welcome. 

Respectfully  Submitted, 

Denis  delaGorgendiere,  Chairman 

Tom  Hughes 

Mark  Turnbull 

Peter  Clifford 

Philip  Warbasse 
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REPOR  T  OF  THE  TREE  WARDEN 


During  fiscal  1997,  savaral  disoased  or  daad  traas  wara  rarnovad.  Wa  ara  vary  fortunata  that 

most  of  tha  ramovals  wara  parformad  by  Massachusatts  Elactric  traa  craws  at  no  cost  to  tha 
Town. 

Raspactfully  Submittad, 

Waslay  H.  Dwally 


REPORT  OF  THE  VETERANS  AGE ISfT 


Tha  Dapartmant  of  Vatarans’  Sarvicas,  managas  and  ovarsaas  a  municipal  banafit,  antitlamant 
program  stata  and  county  officas.  This  program  is  administarad  by  trainad  agants  in  avary  city, 
tovm  or  district  in  tha  Commonwaalth.  It  providas  for  amargancy  financial  assistance  for  food, 
clothing,  shaltar  and  health  and  medical  benefits  to  the  Veterans  and  dependents  of  disabled 
members  of  the  Armed  Forces.  Also,  to  locate  and  oversee  graves  of  these  veterans  in  the 
Town  of  Oakham,  so  visitors  and  family  members  can  know  respect  is  always  given. 

I  belong  to  as  many  veterans  groups  as  my  service  allows,  march  in  the  proper  parades  for  those 
who  can’t  march  anymore. 

To  service  over  4,000  veterans  through  the  commonwealth  of  Mass,  is  an  honor  for  any 
veterans’  agent.  Remember  the  rules  and  laws  keep  changing  and  updating  every  year,  so  any 
questions  please  call  me  at  882-5567. 

Thank  you  for  giving  me  the  opportunity  to  be  of  service. 

Respectfully  Submitted, 

Leonard  W.  Hardy,  Jr. 


REPORT  OF  THE  WIRE  INSPECTOR 


In  1997,  I  received  29  permits  to  do  electrical  work.  The  work  to  be  done  was  as  follows; 


5  New  Homes 

3  Swimming  Pools 

4  Service  Changes 

5  Additions 

2  Furnace  Replacements 


4  Renovations 

3  Garage/Barn 

1  Commercial  Building 

1  Outdoor  Landscape  Lighting 

2  Temporary  Services 


Respectfully  Submitted, 


Denis  delaGorgendiere 
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SCHOOLS  AND  EDOCATION 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

SUPERHNTENDE'NT  OF  SCHOOLS 
QUABEIN  REGIONAL  HIGH  SCHOOL 

9 

OAKHAM  CENTER  SCHOOL 
QUAEEIN  REGIONAL  SCHOOL  DISTRICT 

annual  rate  of  regular 

COMPENSATION 


REPOR  T  OF  THE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


The  Fiscal  year  began  with  the  School  Committee  focusing  on  issues  related  to  the  Building 
project.  A  proposal  for  a  greenhouse  was  raised.  In  June,  a  lottery  was  held  for  transfer  of  the 
high  schools  surplus  generator,  to  one  of  the  towns.  A  lottery  which  Oakham  won.  By  July, 
issues  regarding  the  cost  of  tie-ins  to  Barre’s  Sewer  System  and  delays  in  the  removal  of 
asbestos  were  raised.  The  sewer  betterment  issue  was  resolved  in  October,  but  asbestos 
removal  dragged  on  through  April. 

Sports  were  a  centerpiece  of  discussions  with  Freshman  Basketball  presented  and  approved  in 
September.  The  Quabbin  Youth  Football  League  began  a  long  campaign  for  a  High  School 
football  program  which  was  not  resolved  until  the  next  fiscal  year. 

Block  scheduling  began  with  much  anticipation  in  September  and  by  April  we  reviewed  data  on 
its  effects.  In  general,  the  evaluations  supported  staff  perception  of  improvement  in  discipline 
with  no  objective  academic  data  yet  available.  Later  evaluations  were  to  show  no  major  changes 
in  academic  performance,  with  perhaps  a  slight  decrease  in  drop  out  rates  and  increase  in 
attendance. 

Oakham  parents  were  present  in  October,  to  request  information  regarding  rumors  that  the  6th 
grade  would  be  moved  to  the  middle  school.  While  reassured  that  no  plans  existed,  nor  was 
there  a  foreseeable  need  within  the  next  five  years,  the  spectra  of  overcrowding  due  to 
unexpected  growth  existed.  This  issue  was  re-visited  by  a  New  Braintree  resident  in  February 
and  March  with  reassurance  that  projection  in  growth  did  not  indicate  any  immediate 
overcrowding  problems  or  movement  of  6th  grade  students  out  of  any  town.. 

Local  issues  centered  on  prospective  budget  reduction  plans  including  the  possible  loss  of  two 
aids  in  Oakham.  Discussion  at  the  School  Committee  level  led  the  School  Committee  and 
Administration  to  preserve  current  educational  staff  in  spite  of  pressure  to  reduce  budgets. 

Respectfully  Submitted, 

Dr.  Thomas  Tashjian 
Caron  Coakley 
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QUABBIN  REGIONAL  SCHOOL  DISTRICT 
Barre  •  Hardwick  •  Hubbardston  •  New  Braintree  •  Oakham 

ADMINISTRATION 

Maureen  M.  Marshall,  Superintendent  of  Schools 
Donald  F.  Raffier,  Director  of  Administrative  Services 
R.  Cherie  Majoy,  D.Ed.,  Director  of  Special  Services 

OAKHAM  CENTER  SCHOOL 

Duncan  Stewart.  Principal 

QUABBIN  REGIONAL  MIDDLeHIGH  SCHOOL 

Joseph  Maga,  Associate  Principal 
Thaddeus  Gumula,  High  School  Dean  of  Students 
Susanne  Musnicki,  Middle  School  Dean  of  Students 


1997  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE  MEMBERSHIP 


Dr.  Richard  Allan 
Rebecca  Bottomley 
Caron  Coakley 
Fran  Gromelski 
Barbara  Hubbard 
Edward  Kelly 
Edward  Leonard 
Holly  Miner 
George  Richardson 
Vincent  Ritchie 
Gordon  Smith 
Dr.  Thomas  Tashjian 
Peggy  Thompson 
Cheryl  Wolfe 


Barre 

Hardwick 

Oakham 

Barre 

Hubbardston 

Hardwick 

Hubbardston 

Barre 

Barre 

Hubbardston 
Barre 
Oakham 
New  Braintree 
Hardwick 


1997  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE  OFFICERS 


Chair,  Cheryl  Wolfe 
Vice-chair,  Holly  Miner 
Executive  Secretary,  Daisy  Widing 
Treasurer,  David  Johnson 
Parliamentarian,  Maureen  Marshall 


REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 
QUABBEN  REGIONAL  SCHOOL  DISTRICT 

1997 


The  1997  calendar  year  was  a  particularly  productive  one  for  the  Quabbin  Regional  School 
District.  The  beginning  of  1997  found  the  District  involved  m  the  final  phase  of  the  $24M 
addition-renovation  project  at  the  middle/high  school.  To  accommodate  this  construction 
activity,  the  middle  and  high  school  students  continued  to  attend  school  on  double  sessions.  As 
had  been  the  case  in  the  previous  year,  high  school  students  attended  school  from  6:15  a.m.  until 
1  p.m.  while  middle  school  students  attended  school  from  12  noon  until  6  p.m.  Needless  to  say, 
this  schedule  was  not  only  inconvenient,  but  a  stress  on  the  quality  of  educational  programs 
offered  a  the  middle/high  school.  Fortunately,  teachers,  parents  and  students  extended  an  extra 
effort  to  minimize  the  negative  impact  of  the  double  session  schedule.  By  June  of  1997,  everyone 
was  pleased  to  see  an  end  to  double  sessions  as  the  new  facility  was  to  be  completed  by  school’s 
opening  in  September. 

Simultaneous  with  the  construction  project  during,  the  1997  school  year,  the  school  district  was 
also  “reconstructing”  its  educational  delivery  system  to  more  appropriately  and  effectively 
articulate  with  new  technology  and  educational  reform  requirements.  Such  requirements  demand  a 
greater  emphasis  on  critical  thinking  and  problem  solving  at  all  grade  levels  and  in  all  subject 
areas.  Additionally,  the  school  district  scheduled  a  longer  school  day  at  both  elementary  and 
secondary  grade  levels.  The  cooperation  of  teachers  and  students  in  these  restructuring  efforts  has 
been  most  rewarding. 

Also,  in  1997,  students  within  the  District  continued  to  successfiiUy  compete  in  out-of-district 
academic  and  athletic  programs  designed  to  challenge  their  skills,  talents  and  determination.  Both 
individual  and  collective  accomplishments  in  many  areas  demonstrated  again  the  fine  quality  of 
Quabbin’ s  student  body. 

In  September  1997,  some  3090  students  began  a  new  school  year  in  the  Quabbin  District.  Of  this 
total,  approximately  forty  (40)  students  are  in  out-of-district  placements  due  to  identified  special 
education  needs.  The  population  of  the  five  (5)  member  town  school  district  continues  to 
increase.  The  population  increase  has  included  the  addition  of  many  new  young  families.  Thus,  the 
student  population  in  schools  across  the  District  continues  to  grow.  However,  in  September  of 
1997,  the  increase  in  student  population  was  negligible  when  compared  to  previous  years.  One 
would  hope  that  this  decrease  in  the  rate  of  student  population  growth  may  be  a  trend.  However, 
other  demographic  information  would  lead  one  to  believe  that  the  stabilization  of  the  population 
of  school  age  children  may  be  short-lived. 

Fortunately,  the  new  school  year  began  with  all  students  in  Grades  PreK-12  attending  school  on  a 
“regular”  school  day  schedule.  With  the  new  middle/high  school  building  complete,  there  was,  for 
the  first  time  in  four  (4)  years,  sufficient  classroom  space  for  all  students  in  grades  7-12. 
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Needless  to  say,  it  is  difficult  to  convey  the  pride  and  enthusiasm  each  and  every  student  and 
teacher  felt  as  they  began  the  school  year  in  September  of  1 997  with  each  student  and  teacher 
learning  and  working  in  state-of-the-art  buildings.  Such  is  indeed  a  tribute  to  the  deep  care  and 
concern  the  citizens  of  the  Quabbin  District  have  for  the  education  of  their  children.  In  a  way,  the 
■  dedication  of  the  new  middle/high  school  in  October  demonstrated  our  collective  commitment  to 
the  idea  that  the  promise  of  tomorrow  lies  in  today’s  children. 

Within  the  walls  of  these  beautiful  schools,  teachers  and  students  remain  focused  on  their  task.  To 
teach  and  to  learn  with  greater  effectiveness  than  ever  before.  The  School  Committee’s  vote  to 
increase  graduation  requirements  to  add  a  cultural  anthropology  program,  to  provide  formal 
instruction  in  theatre  arts,  to  expand  world  language  opportunities  at  all  levels,  to  gain  access  to 
more  technology,  to  initiate  a  horticultural  program  that  would  capitalize  on  the  rural  nature  of 
the  Quabbin  communities  all  accentuate  the  District’s  desire  to  do  more  for  and  to  demand  more 
of  its  students. 

1 997  was  a  year  highlighted  by  many  significant  undertakings  and  accomplishments  .  .  .  new 
schools,  new  programs,  new  challenges.  As  we  close  the  schoolhouse  doors  on  this  year,  we 
continue  to  acknowledge  our  commitment  to  school  improvement  and  on  ways  to  increase 
student  achievement.  As  always,  we  remain  grateful  to  those  people,  the  citizens  and  taxpayers  of 
the  Quabbin  communities,  whose  sacrifice  and  generosity  have  made  it  possible  for  Quabbin  to 
provide  young  people  with  a  quality  educational  experience. 
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Quabbin  Regional  High  School 

800  Soi  rii  SiKi>  !  •  I'.O.  1U)X  •  Bakkk,  Massac, iirsi  i  is  OIOO')  •  IM  (<)78)  1  •  Fax  (978)  H.7.7-()  1 

Office  of  the  f^rinci])(il 

Joseph  F.  Maga  Cathleen  S.  Scanlan  T  haddeus  j.  Guinula 

Associntr  Principal  Supervisor  of  Curricultiin/hntiuciwti  Dean  of  Students 


PRINCIPAL’S  REPORT 
END  OF  YEAR  1996-1997 

in  the  fall  of  1996,  Quabbin  Regional  High  School  opened  in  the  new  facility  on  the  final 
year  of  double  sessions.  New  faculty  members  included  Michael  Allen,  teacher  of 
instrumental  music,  Patricia  Harrigan,  teacher  of  vocal  music,  Beverly  Colby,  teacher  of 
health,  Shawn  Rickan,  teacher  of  health  and  physical  education,  Glenda  Cresto,  teacher 
of  English  and  drama,  Stacey  Hill-Niambele,  teacher  of  chemistry  and  environmental 
education,  and  Cindy  Kovach,  in-school  suspension  monitor. 

The  double  session  schedule  required  high  school  students  to  attend  from  6:40  a.m.  to 
1:00  p.m. 

The  administrative  team  oversaw  the  implementation  of  block  scheduling.  Under  the 
adopted  plan,  students  were  scheduled  for  four  eighty-four  minute  classes  each 
semester  with  the  elimination  of  study  halls.  Assessments  of  the  plan  were  carried  out 
throughout  the  school  year  and  are  planned  for  the  1997-1998  school  year. 

High  School  teachers  continue  to  implement  the  State  Curriculum  Frameworks. 
Academic  departments  developed  three-year  plans  for  implementation  and  individual 
teachers  continued  to  revise  specific  units  to  incorporate  the  frameworks. 

The  following  activities  are  worthy  of  note: 

The  annual  Poetry  Conference,  organized  by  English  teacher  Jim  Beschta,  was  held  at 
Coldbrook  Country  Club.  The  oldest  conference  of  its  kind  in  the  Commonwealth 
welcomed  approximately  seventy-five  high  school  poets  from  fourteen  schools  in  Central 
Massachusetts. 

Quabbin  students  participated  in  the  Envirothon  at  Borderland  State  Park  in  Easton, 
Massachusetts  winning  second  place  in  aquatics,  third  place  in  forestry,  fourth  place  in 
soil,  and  third  place  overall.  The  team  was  coached  by  Gwynne  Millar. 

Jason  LaCroix  (grade  12)  and  Alicia  Trudeau  (grade  9)  have  been  honored  as  two  of  the 
250  Gold  Key  winners  in  the  Boston  Globe  Scholastic  Art  Awards.  Both  students  had 
their  work  forwarded  to  New  York  for  further  judging  at  a  national  level.  Silver  Key 
Awards  went  to  353  Massachusetts  student  artists  including  Russell  Hannula  (grade  10) 
and  Jessica  Rosenkranz  (grade  11). 

Honorable  Mentions  were  awarded  to  Amy  Balchunas  (grade  10),  Mary  Cloutier  (grade 
9),  Terra  Jansen  (grade  9),  Kristen  Hengst  (grade  9),  Jocelyn  Langer  (gradelO),  Erica 
Thomg  (grade  9),  and  Elizabeth  Zepp  (grade  8).  Other  students  nominated  by  Quabbin 
were  Brennan  Adams  (grade  10),  Marion  Bolognesi  (grade  10),  Eric  Guntor  (grade  12), 
Brian  Miknaitis  (grade  12)  and  Laura  Pearsall  (grade  12). 


Serving  the  educational  needs  of  the  towns  of  Barre,  Hardwick,  Hiibbnrdston,  New  Braintree  and  Oakham. 
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Amy  Bassett  made  the  1997  All-New  England  Orchestra.  Ellen  Kittredge,  Amy  Bassett 
and  Sarah  Howard  were  part  of  the  1997  Massachusetts  All-State  Band/Orchestra,  and 
twelve  students  made  the  1997  Central  District  Band. 

The  Symphonic  Winds  participated  in  the  Hershey  Park  Music  Festival  in  Hershey,  PA 
winning  1st  Place  Class  A  Outstanding  Concert  Band,  1st  Place  Overall  Outstanding 
Concert  Band,  three  individual  soloist  awards,  and  a  Superior  Performance  Rating.  At 
the  MICA  State  Competition,  we  won  a  Bronze  Medal.  The  musical  this  year  was  The 
Music  Man. 

Quabbin  Regional  High  School  athletes  were  successful  in  the  following  areas; 

Boys/Girls  Varsity  Soccer 
Girls  Varsity  Field  Hockey 
Varsity  Wrestling 
Boys/Girls  Varsity  Basketball 
Cheerleading 

Students  in  grades  nine  through  eleven  who  received  academic  and  achievement 
awards  were  honored  in  June  at  a  breakfast  with  family  members. 

Graduating  Seniors  -  A  profile  of  the  134  graduates  of  the  Class  of  1997  reveals  a 
membership  which  includes  4%  entering  the  military;  19  %  joining  the  work  force;  2%  of 
our  Foreign  Exchange  students,  returning  to  their  native  lands.  It  is  also  worth  noting 
that  75%  of  the  members  of  the  Class  of  1997  will  continue  their  education  with  the 
assistance  of  182  scholarships  valued  at  $426,178  over  a  four-year  period. 

This  has  been  an  exciting  year  of  anticipation  as  the  school  addition/renovation  project 
progressed.  We  look  forward  to  entering  a  modern,  well-equipped  facility  with  a  schedule 
and  a  curriculum  designed  to  meet  the  challenges  of  educating  students  for  the  twenty- 
first  century.  We  appropriate  the  support  of  the  community  in  these  efforts. 
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QUABBIN  REGIONAL  MIDDLE  SCHOOL 
END  OF  YEAR  REPORT 
1996-1997 


The  1996-1997  school  year  was  to  be  our  last  year  on  double  sessions.  School  hours 
were  from  12;  12pm  to  5:3 8pm. 

In  November,  grade  7  students  participated  in  an  election  overnight.  In  all  courses, 
students  participated  in  units  of  work  involving  choices  and  decision  making  culminating 
with  the  election  overnight.  Candidates  Brewer,  Tuttle,  and  Shemeth  stopped  by  to 
discuss  politics  with  the  students. 

In  June,  grade  7  students  took  a  day  trip  to  New  York  City  after  studying  the  United 
Nations  and  current  issues  on  immigration  in  social  studies  classes.  The  tour  included  the 
United  Nations  building  and  Ellis  Island. 

The  last  week  in  April  after  completing  an  interdisciplinary  study  of  Washington,  DC, 
grade  8  students  spent  3  days  and  2  nights  at  the  4-H  Center  in  Washington,  DC.  While 
there,  they  toured  all  of  the  monuments,  Smithsonian  Museums,  the  National  Cathedral, 
and  met  Senator  Kennedy. 

In  June,  grade  8  students  traveled  to  Gloucester  where  they  went  on  a  whale  watch  to 
explore  whale  activity  on  Stellwagen  Bank.  They  learned  about  feeding  habits, 
migrations  and  different  species  of  whales  that  inhabit  the  waters  off  the  coast  of  New 
England. 

On  June  4,  1997,  forty  nine  students  who  met  the  qualifications  of  scholarship,  service, 
leadership,  character,  and  citizenship  were  inducted  into  the  National  Junior  Honor 
Society. 

In  May,  students  achieving  honor  roll  status  for  the  first  three  marking  terms  and  their 
parents  were  honored  at  a  breakfast  prepared  and  served  by  their  teachers.  Students  in 
both  grades  7  and  8  received  academic  awards  during  awards  programs  held  in  late  June. 

Despite  the  fact  that  most  athletic  contests  didn’t  begin  until  5:30pm  or  later,  we 
participated  in  a  full  sports  schedule  including  boys’  and  girls’  soccer,  field  hockey, 
cheerleading,  boys’  and  girls’  basketball,  wrestling,  baseball,  softball,  cross  country  and 
track.  Thanks  to  Hubbardston  Center  School,  Ruggles  Lane  School  and  Oakham  Center 
School  for  the  use  of  their  gyms. 

The  Middle  School  band  and  chorus  presented  a  holiday  concert  in  December  and  an  end 
of  the  year  concert  in  May.  In  addition,  thirteen  band  students  and  twelve  chorus 
members  participated  in  the  Quabbin  Valley  Music  Festival  held  in  late  February.  At  the 
end  of  January,  students  auditioned  for  the  Central  District  Music  Festival  and  twelve 
band  members  were  selected  to  participate. 

On  June  26,  1997,  Middle  School  graduation  was  held  to  mark  the  passage  from  grade  8 
to  grade  9. 
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We  appreciate  the  support  of  our  Middle  School  families  during  this  time  of  double 
sessions.  We  are  looking  forward  to  next  year’s  completion  of  the  addition/renovation 
project.  We  appreciate  the  support  of  the  community  in  these  efforts. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Susanne  R.  Musnicki 
Dean  of  Students 
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OAKHAM  CENTER  SCHOOL 
ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL 
1996-97  SCHOOL  YEAR 


September  of  1996  found  us  opening  school  with  several  staff  changes; 

Ms.  Karen  Miller  joined  us  aa  a  fifth  grade  teacher. 

Mrs.  Patricia  Szafarowicz  moved  to  second  grade. 

Mr.  David  Aronson  joined  our  staff  as  teacher  of  T ransitional  Kindergarten. 

Mr.  Steven  Huard  joined  our  staff  as  a  sixth  grade  teacher. 

Ms.  Nancy  Horrigan  returned  as  teacher  of  grade  three  after  a  one  year’s  leave  of 
absence. 

The  major  curriculum  change  of  the  year  involved  the  adoption  of  a  new  K-6  reading 
series,  the  Silver  Burdett  Ginn  “Literature  Works,  ‘96".  While  the  series  continues  our 
long  association  with  Ginn  it  also  represents  a  real  change  from  our  previous  series. 
“Literature  Works,  ’96”  begins  in  Kindergarten  utilizing  oversized  versions  of 
award-winning  trade  books,  “Big  Shared  Books”  and  moves  on  to  poetry,  songs,  and 
high  quality  readables.  In  grades  1-6,  quality  literature  is  stressed  supplying  students 
with  theme  related  trade  books.  Throughout  the  program  children  are  reading  the  best 
of  child  and  young  adult  literature,  while  the  teacher  is  provided  with  all  of  the  necessary 
support  materials.  We  are  very  excited  about  our  new  reading  program  and  the  positive 
implications  it  has  for  our  students. 


Among  the  notable  happenings  of  the  year  were: 

-  Under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Robert  Pereira,  Instrumental  Music,  Ms.  Laurel 
Manning,  Vocal  Music,  and  Mr.  Russell  Killough-Miller,  Strings,  the  overall  music 
program  of  the  school  continued  to  grow.  Special  activities  of  the  program 
included  a  musical  recital  by  selected  students  was  presented  to  family  and 
friends  on  February  1 1  and  the  band  and  chorus  traveling  to  Manchester,  New 
Hampshire  in  early  May  to  compete  in  a  one  day  musical  competition.  The  band 
earned  a  rating  of  ExcellenL  while  the  chorus  earned  a  Superior  raXmq. 


Sponsored  by  the  Oakham  Police  Department  39  sixth  grade  students 
successfully  completed  the  DARE  program.  This  year  the  DARE  Officer  for  the 
Oakham  Center  School  was  David  Hasidorff. 

Participating  in  the  "Writing  About  History"  project  our  third  and  fifth  grade 
students  traveled  to  Old  Sturbridge  Village  to  assume  the  identities  of  1830’s 
Oakham  residents. 

The  5th  &  6th  Grades  continued  to  serve  at  the  Elderly  meal  site  every  Thursday. 

As  part  of  our  handicap  awareness  focus,  “Karen  Signs”  visited  Oakham  in  early 
April  to  present  a  program  on  Deaf  Awareness  for  grades  preK-6.  Later  that 
month  we  were  fortunate  to  have  with  us  representatives  from  the 
Massachusetts  association  for  the  Blind  who  spent  time  visiting  each  classroom. 

As  always,  the  primary  focus  of  the  Oakham  Center  School  was  upon  helping  students 
strive  for  excellence.  The  1996-97  event-filled  school  year  culminated  In  the  graduation 
from  grade  six  of  39  young  men  and  women.  As  they  prepare  to  move  on  to  middle 
school,  we  are  confident  that  the  Oakham  Center  School  has  provided  them  with  a  solid 
foundation  for  the  future  ahead. 

We  look  forward  to  the  1997/98  school  year  and  the  educational  challenges  that  await 
us.  Staff  and  students  thank  the  community  for  the  continued  support  given  to  us. 

Respectfully  Submitted, 

Duncan  L.  Stewart 
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QUABBIN  REGIONAL  SCHOOL  DISTRICT 
ANNUAL  RATE  OF  REGULAR  COMPENSATION,  1997 


Adams,  Cheryl 

$50,841 

Afonso,  Nancy 

$39,081 

Allen,  Michael 

$37,065 

Anderson,  Margaret 

$19,615 

Anderson,  Maureen 

$37,254 

Anderson,  Patricia 

$45,271 

Appleton,  Jane 

$46,402 

Arnold,  Lucinda 

$32,309 

Aronson,  David 

$30,962 

Audette,  Bernard 

$  5,925 

Barnes,  Claire 

$  4,191 

Bart-Raber,  Kerry 

$33,471 

Bastarache,  James 

$27,345 

Beaudet,  Kristine 

$35,156 

Beaudoin,  Cynthia 

$34,616 

Beaudry,  Danielle 

$32,858 

Beauregard.  Lisa 

$11,540 

Bechan,  Helen 

$16,716 

Bennett,  Katherine 

$  7,776 

Benouski,  A.  Doreen 

$43,226 

Bernard,  Robin 

$  1.715 

Berthiaume,  Gail 

$25,027 

Berthiaume,  Valerie 

$12,722 

Berube,  Lynne 

$35,472 

Beschta,  James 

$48,286 

Beschta,  Mary 

$44,074 

Bettez,  Ernest 

$43,289 

Bohigian,  Eileen 

$45,825 

Boilard,  Roger 

$48,546 

Boissy,  Gail 

$  7.657 

Boissy,  Jill 

$20,310 

Bolger,  Sandra 

$32,465 

Boronski,  Chester 

$44,944 

Bourgeois.  Nancy 

$49,843 

Brandon.  Catherine 

$49,813 

Bray,  Marsha 

$46,402 

Bray,  Richard 

$59,333 

Brearley,  Deborah 

$26,817 

Brennan,  Janie 

$10,968 

Brewer,  Christine 

$30,949 

Briand,  Ann  Marie 

$13,497 

Briand,  Constance 

$14,344 

Bristol.  Christine 

$45,461 

Brooker,  Virginia 

$32,015 

Brown.  Theodore 

$50,519 

Browne,  Kim 

$36,603 

Brushett,  Lauren 

$  2,205 

Bryant.  Jacqueline 

$51,153 

Buck.  Gaylene 

$11,865 

Burnett,  William 

$41,753 

Carey.  Kyle 

$46,689 

Carlin,  Albert 

$52,394 

Carpenter,  Mark 

$24,441 

Castriotta.  Matthew 

$38,638 

Castriotta.  Wendy 

$10,037 

Catelotti,  Diane 

$  5,801 

Celona,  Richard 

$24,325 

Chapman,  Suann 

$35,518 

Chiasson,  Linda 

$49,044 

Cilley,  Paul 

$51,558 

Cirelli,  John 

$  9,616 

Cirelli,  Kathleen 

$  7,911 

Clough,  Barbara 

$18,694 

Colby,  Beverly 

$34,390 

Collins,  Joanne 

$44,354 

Comiskey,  Thomas 

$46,485 

Comptois.  Claire 

$11,012 

Connor,  Carol 

$13,717 

Consolmagno,  Teresa 

$11,279 

Conti,  Barbara 

$41,599 

Coons,  Kristen 

$23,335 

Coppolino.  Peter 

$28,730 

Cranston,  Patricia 

$44,072 

Crawford,  Barbara 

$11,567 

Crawford,  Eileen 

$  1,936 

Creeden.  Cheryl 

$43,859 

Cresto,  Glenda 

$29,012 

Cure,  Sonia 

$47,287 

Cushing,  Helen 

$31,235 

Dahart,  Harold 

$24,441 

Dalve,  John 

$44,296 

Dauwalter,  Robin 

$44,178 

Daviau,  Christine 

$47,274 

DeFonseca,  Robyn 

$10,121 

Derr,  Cheryl 

$31,742 

Deschamps,  David 

$46,408 

Desilets  Kathleen 

$10,659 

Desilets,  Richard 

$  9,463 

Devine,  Gregory 

$41,909 

Dextradeur,  Dennis 

$50,051 

Dietrich,  Barbara 

$27,340 

Dignan,  Kenneth 

$44,359 

DiMartino,  Michele 

$44,983 

DiPierro,  Debbi 

$  9,789 

DiRu2^a,  Norma 

$  1,430 

Dodge,  Paula 

$  3,992 

Dolan.  Charlotte 

$15,517 

Dougal,  Mary  Ann 

$47,405 

Doyle.  Kimberly 

$34,456 

Ducharme,  Denise 

$49,663 

Duhamel,  Joseph 

$48,464 

Dupill,  Patricia 

$13,869 

Durand.  Susan 

$33,080 

Dwelly,  Phyllis 

$38,115 

Ellis.  Karen 

$40,990 

Enos.  Evelyn 

$10,260 

Ericson,  Candace 

$12,981 

Farrell.  Matthew 

$32,540 
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Fay,  Cheryl 

$13,904 

Hurley,  Richard 

$45,803 

Femino,  Martha 

-  $51,271 

Inman.  Kathlyn 

$33,290 

Ferguson,  Susan 

$30,949 

Inzerillo,  Sandra 

$  1,808 

Fiske,  Denise 

$19,850 

Irwin,  Richard 

$26,335 

Flagg,  Susan 

$31,173 

Johnson.  David 

$  6,612 

Foley,  Janet 

$45,053 

Johnson,  Kathleen 

$43,226 

Foy,  Jill 

$30,063 

Johnson.  Naida 

$53,590 

Franklin,  Kellee 

$31,885 

Johnson-Correia,  Cathy 

$  8,988 

Frazier,  Laurie 

$10,556 

Jones,  Nancy 

$48,546 

Fritscher,  Gerald 

$31,456 

Kallio,  Carol 

$15,871 

Fritscher,  John 

$27,448 

Kane,  Kevin 

$52,933 

Fritscher,  Sandra 

$  7.920 

Keddy,  Amie 

$  7,811 

Frost,  Arthur 

$17,121 

Kielinen,  Donna 

$11,740 

Frost,  Margaret 

$50,745 

Killough-Miller,  Russell 

$32,199 

Frost,  Marilyn 

$47,807 

Kirchhausen,  Susan 

$10,556 

Gallant,  Jane 

$33,664 

Kmiec,  Gladys 

$14,337 

Gancorz,  Carol 

$46,402 

Knittle,  Robert 

$52,017 

Gareau,  Charlotte 

$11,345 

Koemer,  Andrew 

$37,017 

Gartner,  Victor 

$48,103 

Konde,  Beverly  . 

$40,388 

George,  Elizabeth 

$30,949 

Kovach,  Cynthia 

$19,990 

George,  Sybil 

$17,755 

Kowal,  Patricia 

$19,307 

Gillespie,  Ellen 

$15,114 

Kozlowski,  John 

$55,767 

Glodas,  Claudia 

$47,020 

Kozlowski,  Kara 

$16,557 

Goetz,  Gregory 

$35,271 

Kularski,  Ellen 

$21,326 

Gordon,  Kelly 

$25,569 

LaCroix,  Sandra 

$33,133 

Gordon,  Peter 

$32,015 

Lakso,  Patricia 

$10,696 

Grandone,  Roberta 

$57,780 

Lam,  Nicolette 

$16,497 

Groves,  Pricilla 

$10,950 

LaMarche,  Marrion 

$  6,612 

Guertin,  Frank 

$61,086 

LaMontagne,  Phyllis 

$16,651 

Gumula,  Thaddeus 

$53,917 

LaMontagne,  Roger 

$49,966 

Gumula,  Virginia 

$38,135 

Lapati,  Dona 

$45,344 

Haddad,  Gita 

$45,825 

LaPeiie,  Lu-Ann 

$  2,356 

Haley,  Christopher 

$32,072 

LeBlanc,  Nancy 

$40,990 

Hall,  Elaine 

$44,672 

Lechowicz,  James 

$29,139 

Hall,  Wallace 

$  8,995 

Lindsay,  Susan 

$15,331 

Hanson,  Donna 

$23,542 

Lohr,  Darcy 

$11,987 

Harding,  Linda 

$26,171 

Lorge,  Barbara 

$49,204 

Harrigan,  Patricia 

$39,992 

Lucchesi,  Crystal 

$14,520 

Harty,  Susan 

$33,922 

Lussier,  Priscilla 

$46,989 

Hastings,  Virginia 

$48,446 

Luukko,  Emily 

$10,854 

Havalotti,  Phyllis 

$14,374 

Luukko,  Nancy 

$46,854 

Hebert,  Jeanne 

$21,509 

Maga,  Joseph 

$60,978 

Helle,  Meghan 

$21,370 

Magnino,  John 

$51,015 

Hermansky,  Virginia 

$12,522 

Majoy,  Rosanne 

$62,669 

Hersey,  Marsha 

$48,328 

Mammone,  Diane 

$21,665 

Hill-Niambele,  Stacey 

$35,385 

Mankowsky,  Julie 

$47,187 

Hillman,  Karen 

$10,437 

Manning,  Laurel 

$20,806 

Holmes,  Catherine 

$10,098 

Markiewicz,  Renee 

$29,900 

Holwell,  Kathleen 

$42,954 

Marshall,  Joseph 

$24,240 

Horrigan,  Nancy 

$32,832 

Marshall,  Margaret 

$45,553 

Howard,  Ashley 

$39,856 

Marshall,  Maureen 

$93,804 

Howard,  Patricia 

$46,539 

Martel,  Robert 

$46,593 

Huard,  Jennifer 

$35,098 

Mascroft,  Shirley 

$14,739 

Hoard,  Steven 

$29,120 

Massaro,  David 

$  6,437 

Hubbard,  Donna 

$45,787 

Mathis,  Susan 

$10,556 

Hudec-Surette,  Barbara 

$29,884 

McCarthy,  Kathleen 

$13,742 
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McCarthy,  Matthew 

$13,146 

Patterson,  Camille 

$10,403 

McCormack,  Mary 

$24,775 

Patterson,  Frank 

$30,830 

McDonald,  Sherry 

$  7,475 

Paula,  Joan 

$64,152 

McDonald,  Tracey 

$36,101 

Paula,  Richard 

$47,709 

McGrail,  George 

$  3,974 

Peabody,  David 

$25,969 

McLaughlin,  Cherryl 

$17,827 

Pearsall,  Carol 

$23,039 

McNamara,  Josephine 

$10,363 

Peltier,  Joan 

$14,692 

McNiff,  Paul 

$45,503 

Pereira,  Robert 

$47,803 

Melanson,  David 

$50,998 

Perkins,  Donna 

$  7,263 

Melanson,  Karen 

$46,539 

Perreault,  Marie 

$14,252 

Mennard,  Sylvia 

$14,982 

Peterson,  Karla 

$31,575 

Mertzic,  Linda 

$10,224 

Petty,  Linda 

$37,324 

Metterville,  Elizabeth 

$  3,056 

Phelan,  Helen 

$17,548 

Millar,  Gwynne 

$37,099 

Phelps,.  Randall 

$22,602 

Miller,  Bernice 

$16,610 

Piermarini,  Sue 

$28,443 

Miller,  Karen 

$28,820 

Piper,  Wilhelmina 

$50,745 

Millet,  Karen 

$12,026 

Pitisci,  Nancy 

$18,117 

Mirable,  Kathleen 

$12,522 

Pitisci,  Ronald 

$26,668 

Misilo,  Frances 

$  2,294 

Plante,  Thomas 

$11,976 

Moebus,  Gary 

$36,002 

Plumb,  Sandra 

$48,663 

Morello,  Paul 

$45,053 

Poirier,  Helen 

$47,187 

Morreale,  Cathryn 

$34,785 

Pope,  Colleen 

$  6,532 

Morris,  Rebecca 

$39,844 

Pyle,  Charles 

$43,568 

Morrison,  Deborah 

$14,117 

Quido,  Joyce 

$1 1 ,724 

Morrison,  Elecia 

$  4,201 

Quinlan,  Mary 

$15,917 

Morrison,  Linda 

$  8,402 

Raffier,  Donald 

$82,165 

Muir,  Betty 

$44,190 

Ratte,  Patricia 

$22,483 

Muir,  Sheila 

$35,281 

Redmond,  Lisa 

$  7,366 

Mullins,  Philip 

$41,600 

Reed,  Florence  J. 

$14,537 

Murray,  Catherine 

$31,400 

Remelius,  Fae  E. 

$51,050 

Musnicki,  Susanne 

$55,359 

Renauld,  Heidi 

$23,926 

Nason,  Denise 

$28,820 

Ricciardi,  Christine 

$13,844 

Newell,  Margaret 

$22,950 

Rice,  Linda 

$12,580 

Newell,  Richard 

$  4,467 

Richards,  Alice 

$45,660 

Newton,  Edward 

$30,260 

Rickan,  Shawn 

$29,414 

Nichols,  Carolyn 

$43,258 

Robidoux,  Elizabeth 

$12,096 

Nichols,  Ida 

$13,966 

Robinson,  Bonnie 

$13,924 

Nichols,  Sandra 

$46,944 

Rogowski,  Jean 

$14,366 

Noble,  Gail 

$  9,584 

Rogowski,  Linda 

$11,888 

Noel,  Robert 

$25,424 

Rosbury,  Nancy 

$46,452 

O’Brien,  Cynthia 

$31,896 

Rotti,  Janice 

$10,646 

O’Brien,  Rosemary 

$  2,225 

Rousseau,  Julie 

$19,916 

O’Connor,  Jean 

$14,966 

Roy,  Shirley 

$13,819 

O’Donnell,  Anna 

$  2,120 

Rucki,  Diana 

$39,512 

O’Donnell,  Linda 

$45,271 

Ruggles,  Kellie 

$28,820 

O’Donnell,  Paul 

$27,042 

Ryding,  Carol 

$11,577 

Ohman,  Margaret 

$13,799 

Salvadore,  Laurie 

$23,251 

Omilanowicz.  Dorothy 

$49,307 

Sampson,  Phyllis 

$26,194 

Ortolino,  Shannon 

$29,885 

Samuelson,  Andrew 

$  5,950 

Osborn,  Bette 

$47,187 

Samuelson,  Bethany 

$33,046 

Pacheco,  Rebecca 

$17,494 

Sarabia,  Marcelino 

$46,930 

Panaccione,  Janice 

$13,329 

Savard,  Linda 

$41,217 

Paradis,  Janet 

$36,557 

Sawyer,  Winslow 

$52,154 

Parker,  Kathleen 

$  5,160 

Sayre,  Patricia 

$40,371 

Parsons,  Bettyanne 

$31,400 

Scanlan,  Cathleen 

$54,134 

Pascale,  Helene 

$40,746 

Schoolcraft,  Mary 

$12,522 
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Shanks,  Deborah 

$11,812 

Sheldon,  Arthur 

$34,762 

Sicaixi,  Christina 

$  9,840 

Skowyra,  Patricia 

$30,658 

Skrzypczak,  Ann 

$47,480 

Snyder,  Betty 

$50,745 

Sousa,  Carol 

$44,492 

Spencer,  Linda 

$46,538 

Spooner.  John 

$41,371 

Springer,  Mary 

$20,143 

Staiti,  Kim 

$14,285 

StekI,  Nancy 

$33,315 

Stevens,  Erin 

$31,642 

Stewart.  Duncan 

$57,053 

Stickle,  Richard 

$53,055 

St.  Jean,  Jan 

$35,209 

Stockwell,  Susan 

$25,298 

Stuart,  Debra 

$41,809 

Sullivan,  Jeannette 

$16,452 

Sullivan.  John 

$61,915 

Szafarowicz,  Patricia 

$30,949 

Tancrell,  Christine 

$36,642 

Terrien,  Deborah 

$45,630 

Thompson,  Mary-Lou 

$21,806 

Toomey,  Christine 

$  2,696 

Turcotte,  Jane 

$38,904 

Turcotte,  Raymond 

$52,750 

Twarog,  Susan 

$49,446 

Vaillancourt,  Sasha 

$22,466 

Valardi,  Frances 

$25,421 

Valardi,  Edwafxl  Jr. 

$  9,033 

Valardi,  Edward  Sr. 

$  8,575 

VanWert,  Kathleen 

$14,018 

Varin,  Kerry 

$39,729 

Vamot,  Martha 

$46,185 

Verheyan,  Dorothy 

$40,164 

Verratti,  Kathleen 

$14,507 

Waite,  Clarissa 

$36,553 

Wassel,  Frederick 

$52,068 

Webster,  Sumner 

$50,478 

Westiund,  Joanne 

$36,289 

White,  Kristin 

$30,085 

Whitmore,  Carol 

$50,045 

Widing,  Daisy 

$47,446 

Widing,  Maureen 

$42,449 

Williams,  Janeth 

$36,557 

Williams,  Martha 

$15,213 

Wilson.  Mary 

$12,129 

Wisnewski,  Brenda 

$13,914 

Witaszek,  Alice 

$33,950 

Worthington,  Patricia 

$42,930 

Wright.  Kimberly 

$33,575 

Wrobel,  Gail 

$46,402 

Wrobel,  Linda 

$46,625 

Wypych  Joann 

$11,040 

Young,  Brian 

$41,271 

Youngs.  Carol  $54,329 

Zalneraitis,  Richard  $36,972 

Zola,  Jean  $43,810 
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IR^EPORT  OIF  THE  BOARD  OE  ASSESSORS 


The  Board  of  Assessors  is  in  an  interim  year  before  having  to  start  another  reval  in  FY  99. 

There  have  been  no  changes  in  the  members  on  the  Board  of  Assessors  in  the  past  year. 
Kathleen  Usher  has  been  on  the  Board  for  10  years  and  Working  Assessor  for  5  years,  Herman 
Spinney  for  a  total  of  9  years,  and  Tabitha  Tashjian,  since  1996 

The  Consortium  for  CAMA,  the  state's  computer  system,  is  working  very  hard  to  provide  us  with  a 
new  operating  system  which  is  due  to  be  completed  and  installed  sometime  in  1998.  It  will  be 
Windows  based,  will  take  care  of  the  year  "2000"  and  add  more  features  that  should  make  it 
easier  to  sketch  the  exterior  of  buildings  more  accurately.  The  new  program  required  us  to 
upgrade  our  current  computer  and  that  work  has  already  been  completed. 

THE  TOWN  OF  OAKHAM  RECAPITULATION  OF  TAX  RATE  FISCAL  1997 

APPROPRIATIONS; 


Raise  and  appropriate 

1,802,084.01 

Cherry  Sheet  Offsets 

1,962.00 

State  and  County  Charges 

7,636.00 

Overlay  1 997 

15,663.19 

1,827,345.20 

ESTIMATED  RECEIPTS: 

Cherry  Sheet 

201,610.00 

Local  Receipts 

177,500.00 

Revolving  funds 

42,500.00 

Free  Cash 

243,566.00 

Other  Available  Funds 

63,400.00 

728.576.00 

TOTAL  TAXES  LEVIED 

1,098,769.20 

VALUES  AND  PERCENTAGES  BY  CATEGORY: 


Residential  92.0565 

Commercial  3.6662 

Industrial  1.0039 

Personal  Property  3.3735 


823,687.59 

32,803.80 

8,982.65 

29,289.15 

894,763.19 


Respectfully  Submitted, 

Kathleen  Usher,  Chairman 
Herman  Spinney,  2nd  Member 
Tabitha  Tashjian,  Clerk 
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REPOR  T  OF  THE  TAX  COLLECTOR 


The  Tax  Collector  received  and  paid  to  the  Town  Treasurer  the  following  amounts.  These 
amounts  were  received  for  the  Fiscal  Year  ending  June  30,  1997. 


Real  Estate; 


1997 

1996 

1995 

1994 

1993 

1992 


$1,001,245.86 

32,750.05 

936.23 

902.98 

808.00 

1,146.40 


Personal  Property: 


1997 

1996 

1995 

1993 

1992 


$  33,742.03 
986.43 
24.28 
21.34 
32.14 


Motor  Vehicle  Excise: 


1997 

1996 

1995 

1994 


$  95,983.17 

29,059.69 
740.42 
59.38 


Miscellaneous; 


General  Fund  $  285.90 

Flagging  Fees  for  Registry  of  Motor  Vehicle  340.00 

Deputy  Tax  Collector  Charges  &  Fees  1 ,802.00 

T ax  Collector  Charges  &  Fees  2,7 1 0.00 

Interest  Added  to  Delinquent  Bills  7,308.95 

Municipal  Lien  Certificates  1,500.00 

Bank  Interest  582.87 


$1,212,968.12 


Respectfully  Submitted, 

Susan  J.  Carpenter 
Tax  Collector 


REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER 
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CASH 

BALANCE,  JULY  1,  1996 

$  303,066.13 

Cash  received  during  the  year 

2,276,872.73 

Cash  Available 

2,579,938.86 

Cash  disbursed  during  the  year 

2,256,736.53 

BALANCE,  JUNE  30,1997 

$  323,202.33 

Library  Funds; 

Fobes  Memorial  Library 

Oakham  Library 

Oakham  Library  and  Park 

TRUST  FUNDS 

$  22,546.61 

32,176.96 

314.58  $  55,038.15 

Stabilization  Fund 

114,015.94 

Cemetery  Funds 

38,986.03 

San  Dean  Legacy  Fund 

6,910.18 

War  Memorial  fund 

548.20 

Post  War  Rehab.  Fund 

2,852.36 

Alden  Fund; 

Cash 

Securities,  at  cost* 

42,093.62 

5,000.00  47,093.62 

TOTAL  TRUST  FUNDS 

$  265,444,48 

*  Market  value  of  Alden  fund  Investments  of  approximately  $218,804.33  are  not  included 
12795.575  shares  at  $17.10  per  share. 

Respectfully  Submitted, 

Edna  G.  Holloway 
Treasurer 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TOWN  ACCOUNTANT 


BALA  NCE  SHEET 

ASSETS 


Cash  $  428,817.25 

Accounts  Receivables: 


Real  Estate: 

1996 

244.24 

1997 

50,309.14 

50,553.38 

Personal  Property: 

.  - 

1990 

520.49 

1991 

544.34 

1992 

921.83 

1993 

1,184.73 

1994 

748.96 

1995 

578.49 

1996 

630.19 

1997 

1,806.31 

6,935.31 

Motor  Vehicle: 

1994 

235.14 

1995 

704.89 

1996 

1,670.91 

1997 

6,391.48 

9,002.42 

<  Titles 

142,677.81 

Other  Receivables: 


State  Aid  To  Highways  155,120.03 

Police  Federal  Block  Grant  2,105.00 

Cherry  Sheet  Underestimates  752.00  157,977.03 


Loans  Authorized: 


Landfill 

Municipal  Building 
Library  Project 


175,000.00 

550,000.00 

160,000.00  885.000.00 


TOTAL  ASSETS 


$  1,682,400.12 
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LIABILITIES  &  RESERVES 


Guaranteed  Deposits: 


Driveway  Permits 

27,050.00 

Gifts  &  Bequests: 

Ambulance 

1,218.56 

Council  on  Aging 

956.25 

Library 

328.92 

War  memorial 

205.00 

2,708.73 

Grants; 

Arts  Council 

1,505.00 

B.O.H.  Title  V 

49,999.97 

Council  on  Aging 

.26 

Fire  Department 

221.25 

Library 

5,785.13 

Police  Law  Enforcement 

1,137.12 

Police  Federal  Block 

314.29 

Police  Community  Policing 

660.28 

59,623.30 

Revolving  Funds: 

Ambulance  Rec.  Reserved 

14975.94 

Ambulance  Purchase 

79,970.00 

Board  of  Health 

635.00 

Cemetery 

2,162.69 

Conservation  Commission 

1,959.48 

Dog  Licenses 

587.53 

Dog  Officer 

1,717.88 

Landfill  Capping 

23,558.87 

Municipal  Building  Project 

30,000.00 

Parks  &  Recreation 

553.74 

Treasurer  Foreclosure 

5,063.50 

161,184.63 

Overlays  Reserved  for  Abatements 

32,984.39 

Revenue  Reserved  Until  Collected; 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise 

9,002.41 

Tax  Titles  &  Possessions 

142,677.81 

Rollback  Real  Estate  Revenue 

1,436.92 

153,1117.14 

Loans  Authorized  and  Unissued; 

Municipal  Building 

550,000.00 

Library  Project 

160,000.00 

710,000.00 

Bond  Payable  -  Landfill 

175,000.00 

Highway  -  State  Aid 

162,425.23 

Surplus  Revenue 

198,306.69 

TOTAL  LIABILITIES  &  RESERVES 

$1,682,400.12 
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Fines  &  Donations  80.03  0.00  248.89  0.00  0.00  328.92 

Parks  &  Recreation: 

Expenses  0.00  2700.00  0.00  2491.76  208.24  0.00 

Fund  467.24  0.00  1001.00  914.50  0.00  553.74 

Total  Cultural  &  Recreation  5120.80  22937.00  9773.49  28324.67  1333.83  8172.79 
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FISCAL  1997  STATEMENT  OF  ACCOUNTANTS 


Deputy  Col!.  Charges  Due  296.00  0.00  1802.00  2098.00  0.00  0.00 

Tax  Collector  Tax  Titles  0.00  500  00  0.00  258.17  241.83  0.00 

Treasurer  0.00  6735.00  0.00  6735.00  0.00  0.00 

Treasurer  Foreclosures  5730  00  0,00  0  00  666.50  0  00  5063.50 

Total  Financial  Administration  7099.00  52856.18  6374.42  60154.68  1111.42  5063.50 
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Fire  Inspections  0.00  0.00  625.00  625.00  0.00  0.00 

Plumbing  Inspector  0.00  0.00  940.00  940.00  0.00  0.00 

Wire  Inspector  0.00  0,00  510.00  510.00  0.00  0.00 

Total  Protective  Inspections  27850.00  250  00  4576.10  5626.10  0.00  27050.00 
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BALANCE  BALANCE 

FISCAL  97  APPROPRIATION  CREDIT _ EXPENDED  TO  REVENUE  TO  FISCAL  98 


Total  Transfers  in  the  General  Fund  19865.40 
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IMPORTANT  PHONE  NUMBERS 


AMBULANCE . 

POLICE  DEPARTMENT . 

non-emergency . 

TO  REPORT  A  FIRE . 

FIRE  STATION . 

HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT . 

DOG  OFFICER . 

TOWN  HALL. 

SELECTMEN 
TOWN  CLERK 
TREASURER 
ASSESSORS 

TAX  COLLECTOR . 

OAKHAM  CENTER  SCHOOL 
LIBRARY . 


. 911 


. 911 

.882-3347 

. 911 

.882-5555 

.882-5556 

,882-3347 


. 882-5549 

. 882-3392 

. 882-3372 


